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Japanese Counters Cheat Sheet

Japanese uses a special counter word after a number depending on what you are counting. Here are the ones you meet

most.
Reading Used for Examples & sound changes

- tsu General objects (1-9), abstract things DED - 3D - oD (irregular native
series)

/\ nin People 10D « 235720 - 3TAICA + 4 KICA

K hon Long, thin things (pens, bottles, umbrellas) 1TWoITA » 3TAITA - 655(FA - 8-
IEA

75& mai Flat, thin things (paper, tickets, shirts) 1TWBEWL « 3TAEL » 8lFBFL

P_—E hiki Small animals (cats, dogs, fish, insects) 1 WHE - 3TAUE - 63570

o5 tou Large animals (cows, horses, elephants) 1o EYS - 28> - 3TAEYS

FFH satsu Bound volumes (books, magazines, notebooks) 1\ x5 - 3 XA T D - 8lEo O

AN dai Machines & vehicles (cars, computers, TVs) 1TWBREL « 3TALL » 6§30

=

T% hai Cups & glasses of liquid LTLSIFEL « 3TAIFL - 655150

4 ko Small round or 3-D objects 1WoT - 3TAT - 63>

@ kai Times / occurrences TS » 3TADL « 6350

IZ% kai Floors of a building 1WA« 3TAAL - 63 5H0)

g s Age (years old) 1oL - 81E2E L » 10 oTLy » 20

” BV

% ban Order / number in a sequence TWBIEA » 21CI3A « 3TAITA

Sound-change tip

Sound-change tip: after 1 (LW 5),6 (5 <), 8 (I&%5), 10 (L » ) the counter often doubles or shifts — W\ o FA, 2 > TS, 1F o &
. Learn these by ear, not by rule.
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