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What is Verb Conjugation?

Japanese verbs conjugate to express politeness, tense, negativity, potential, conditionals, and more. Unlike
English, which often uses helping verbs (e.g. 'did not eat’ or 'can eat’), Japanese achieves these shifts by
skmodifying the verb endings direct!|y*.

Mastering verb conjugations is the single most important step to becoming fluent in Japanese. It opens up
the ability to express complex thoughts, make polite requests, and understand natural conversations. In
Japanese, verbs always come **at the very end of the sentencexx.

Let's look at the basic conjugation flow of a single verb:

Japanese: B3 (Dictionary) > BRZEF (Polite) > B~R}= (Past) > BT (Te Form)
Hiragana: fz=R2% = =RFEF > =Rz > =XRT
English: To eat = Eat (polite) = Ate = Eating / Please eat

#¥How to use this guide:**

1. *xIdentify the Verb Group#*: Japanese verbs are split into three groups. You must know the group to apply
the correct conjugation rule.

2. *xxFollow the Formulas*x: Each section provides clear transformation charts and visual doodles to make the
rules memorable.

3. *x*Study the Top 100 List#x: Pages 13-15 |ist the most common verbs categorized by group for quick
reference.

4. #xComplete the Practice Exercises**: Test yourself on Page 18 and check the answers on Page 19!
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Understanding Verb Groups

Japanese verbs are classified into *kthree groups*x based on their dictionary form endings. Identifying the
group is essential because each group has different conjugation paths.

Group 1: Godan Verbs (FEXEHEA)

Godan verbs are also called "Group 1° or "u-verbs' . Their dictionary forms end in the hiragana
oe@oe  gyllables *ku (3), tsu (D), ru (%), mu (&), bu (&), nu (), ku (<), gu (<), or su (F)*k
- *Formulas*: To conjugate, we shift the vowel sound along the 5 columns (a-i-u-e-o0) of the

hiragana chart.
- xExamples*: &< (kaku - to write), 5539 (hanasu - to speak), &kZ> (homu - to drink).

Group 2: Ichidan Verbs (—EXE:E)

Ichidan verbs are also called "Group 2 or 'ru-verbs . Their dictionary forms always end in *x%
\é (ru)x*, preceded by an *k—i%x* or s*k—ex* vowel sound (e.g., *—irukx or *—erux).

- xFormulas*: Conjugation is extremely simple: just **drop the %#** and add the suffix.

- k#Examplesx: B~ 3% (taberu - to eat), % (miru - to see), #Z5 (okiru - to wake up).

- *Exceptions*: Some verbs look |ike Group 2 but are actually Group 1 (e.g. %5 kaeru — return,
%1% shiru - know).

Group 3: Irregular Verbs (F3REIFHEA)

There are *xonly twox* irregular verbs in the entire Japanese language! You must memorize their

91 < conjugations individually.
1. %9 2% (suru — to do)*x: Conjugates to LE9 (polite), L7#LY (negative), LT (te form).
2. #3723 (kuru - to come)**x: Conjugates to 3=FEJ (kimasu), 7Ly (konai), T (kite).
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Master Conjugation Reference Grid

BHA:E K+ — NihongoDoya

(Godan) #F<  (kaku)
G1 (Godan) #de (nomu)
G1 (Godan) 17< (iku)
G2 (Ichidan) (ﬁk/):f;)
G2 (Ichidan) "% (miru)
G3 (Irregular) 4% (suru)
G3 (Irregular) k% (kuru)

Quick Conjugation Rules

HEET

(kakimasu)

A ET

(nomimasu)

EEX)

(ikimasu)

BRET

(tabemasu)

FET (mimasu)

L $7 (shimasu)

SkF9 (kimasu)

= (kaita)

KATZ

(nonda)

1T-7=
Irreg.)

Bz
(tabeta)

7z (mita)
L7z (shita)

k7= (kita)

(itta -

E 0 HITRINOTZ
(kakanai) (kakanakatta)
B 7o BRE Ao
(nomanai) (nomanakatta)
. L 1ThieinoTe
Y
177372\ (ikanai) (ikanakatta)
frmTpn BRARIpho T
(tabenai) (tabenakatta)
o W7o i-
FL7gw (minai) (minakatta)
o Lo 7
f
L72v (shinai) (shinakatta)
N ) Sep ot
K72y (konai) (konakatta)

- #kPolite (F9)%x: Used in formal speech. Group 1 shifts final vowel to *ix + &9 . Group 2 drops 5 +

E

- #kPast (f=)#*x: Plain past tense. Group 1 conjugates based on final syllable (see Te-form rules on Page 7).

Group 2 drops % + f=-.

- skNegative (ZLV)*k: Plain negative 'does not/will not’.

drops % + 7xLM.
- #kPast Negativexx: plain past

© 2026 NihongoDoya - nihongodoya. com -

negative 'did not’.
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Group 1 shifts final vowel to xax + 7Z&L).

Group 2

Replace ZzLY with Zh o 7=,
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PRESENT POLITE FORM (~3Z 9 FORM)

The *x~FE 9k form represents polite present/future tense. It is safe and respectful to use with strangers,
teachers, and col leagues.

Conjugation Formula:
- *xGroup T#*: Change final dictionary u-vowel| to *ki-vowel** and add kzE F**.
V - £ (kaku) > Z=F9 (kakimasu)
- &9 (hanasu) = FELFEY (hanasimasu)
- ®xGroup 2%k: Drop *+¢Z%+ and add *kFE ¥k,
BAR3% (taberu) > BRZFETF (tabemasu)
- kkGroup 3xx: B D kkLETwx | FB D #kFEIwk (kimasu)

Japanese: BAH., REEMELE(CITEET,
Hiragana: &L=, &3 B & ZLHKHA (2 WEFET,
English: T will go to the movie theater with my friend tomorrow.

PLAIN NEGATIVE FORM (~7zL» FORM)

The plain negative sk~7ZiLvkx form means "do not’ or 'will not’ in casual speech. It also acts as the base
for other grammar forms (like past negative or 'must do’).

Conjugation Formula:

@ - *#*kGroup Txx: Change final u-vowel to **a-vowel|*x and add **7&L\#*. *(Note: If verb ends in a
single 5, change to *ktkk + 7L, e. g0 &5 > EhAL)*

£ (kaku) > EZH ALY (kakanai)

B5 (kau) = BEbH7Ly (kawanai)

- kkGroup 2xx: Drop *kB*kx and add *k7f | Vkk,

BAR% (taberu) = BA7ELY (tabenai)

- kkGroup Ikk: FB D> kxLAELVek | B D> #xFAL vk (konai)

Japanese: S HIEHEBEEERFELLY,
Hiragana: & &5 (X £&IT & OFERLY,
English: T will not drink sake today.
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PLAIN PAST FORM (~7= FORM)

The plain past #kx~7=xx form is used in casual conversations to express completed actions. It conjugates
exactly like the Te-form (see Page 7 for complete rules) but ends in *kf=/7=%k instead of %xT/Tkx.

Conjugation Formula:
@ - #xGroup 1*x: Conjugates by final syllable:

-5 D% D stk (e.g. BS D Bof- | D > #Hofz | 183 > Bof)

- A D AR (g BRE D BRAE | B S AL | BBH > AT

= D okl kx| D> xSk (e.g. B D> Bz | k< > kLML) x[Exception: 7K S
To1=1*

- F D #xLf=xx (e.g. FET D> LK)

- kkGroup 2xx: Drop *kZ** and add skfzk,

-BR% > BRIz | R > R

- wkGroup 3wkl FEH D> kkLfokk | FDH D sxFiox (kita)

Japanese: BEA. MCERZ - SABRT=,
Hiragana: 2D 5. (FACIFA & = SA =X,
English: 1 ate a lot of dinner yesterday.

PLAIN PAST NEGATIVE FORM (~7&m-o7=)

Expresses plain negative past actions ('did not do’).

Conjugation Formula:
@ Take the plain negative xx~7&Lvxx form, drop the final *xLvkx, and add *x7Z&hH o Foxx,
- #xGroup Txk: EAELY D wEHLEM oIk (did not write)
- xkGroup 2%k BRI D BN oT=*+x (did not eat)
- +xGroup 3kk: LZARLY = sx LM ook | KA > #x3RAA o fz#+ (konakatta)

Japanese: BFBII#E& LGN ST,

Hiragana: M5 & RAZT &5 LEahot=,
English: T did not study yesterday.
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THE TE FORM (~T FORM)

The #k~Tx*xx Form is one of the most versatile and crucial structures in Japanese. It is used to connect
sentences, make polite requests, ask for permission, or express ongoing actions.

2/

(vru)(u) /2 sw) /B - T o me/Oiof / Buy / Wait / Return
%r:u)(mu) / A (bu) / & AT Wtr / S/ B ﬁkhfﬁ/ﬂiﬁéﬁfé / Drink / Play / Die
<) WT #< [Excep: 17<] FENT 7o ] Write [Go]

< (gu) WT k< KT Swim

3 (su) LT GLacn LT Speak

Group 2 (Ichidan) 5> T BRD /) BA AT/ BT Eat / Watch

Group 3 (Irregular) formula T5 / kD LT / kT (kite) Do / Come

Common Te Form Grammatical Combos

1. *+Polite Request (~TL &LV *x: FHATLFZELY (Please read it).

2. ®xAsking/Giving Permission (~THWWTE)+x: EEZHZROTEHELULTY (You may take photos).

3. ®=xProhibition (~TIEWFEHA)*! TIITA>TIEWITEEA (You must not enter here).

4. *xConnecting Sentences**: FET., BIZERZEZEBANT. ERIZITEFET (I wake up, eat breakfast, and
go to school).

a
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POTENTIAL FORM (CAN DO FORM)

Indicates capability or permission to do something (can do').

Conjugation Formula:
@ - ®xGroup Txx: Change final u-vowel to **e—vowel**x and add #kZ*x.

- 17< (iku) = 171345 (ikeru - can go)

- 589 (hanasu) = E# % (hanaseru - can speak)

- *kGroup 2+*: Drop **xZ*x and add *+x515*x (Note: colloquially, people often drop 'ra’ =>
*k {1, B k) |

- BRS > BRoND / BN D (can eat)

- xkGroup 3xx: 9B > **T=D*x (completely irregular!) | £3 > *x+FS5h B*xk (korareru)

Japanese: BAEMNDLEEET,
Hiragana: IZIRAC A 9L [FHEET,
English: 1 can speak Japanese a little.

VOLITIONAL FORM (LET"S DO FORM)

Used casually to suggest or invite someone to do an action together (' let’s...’). It is the casual
equivalent of ~FEL & 5.

Conjugation Formula:
@ - **kGroup 1#x: Change final u-vowel to **ko-vowel** and add s** 3%,
. - 17< (iku) > 725 (ikou - let's go)
- k& (nomu) = £kE S5 (nhomou — let’s drink)
- skGroup 2xx: Drop *kZ*k and add skd 5%k,
-BR% > BRES (let'seat) | % > R&S (let's watch)

- #kxGroup 3wkl FB D> wkL K Swk | FDH D> sk K Sk (koyou)
Japanese: SR, —#EICHEZEZRICITIS !

Hiragana: CAL®SED, WoL& IZ ZWLWA & & IZ N2 S !
English: Let's go watch a movie together this weekend!
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DESIRE FORM (~7=L» FORM)

Expresses personal desire to perform an action ('want to do’). Once conjugated, the verb behaves

grammatical ly *xlike an i-adjectivek.

Conjugation Formula:
@ Find the &3 -stem (polite form minus F3) and add k7=l Vkx,
- wkGroup Tkl 4T7< > fTE[FT] > TS+ (want to go)
- #xGroup 2%k BB > BAR[FET] > »+BJzLwx (want to eat)
< wkGroup 3kkl §BH D> kkLfzlvek | B D sxF v (kitai)
- #Notex: Past tense = ~f=h o7z, Negative = ~7=< 7#zL\, Past Negative = ~f=<gh o7=.

o

Japanese: EXIUICTELNTY,
Hiragana: S5 C&A IZ WE=LY T,
English: 1 want to go to Mount Fuji.

PROGRESSIVE FORM (~TLY% FORM)

Indicates an ongoing action (present progressive), a state resulting from a past action, or a habitual

action.

R Conjugation Formula:
X o " Take the #*Te Formtx and add #xUL)B**x (or *x EJ ok for polite).
= - *+0ngoing Actionk*: f15& L TUL % (I am studying).
- **kResulting Statexx: THILIEFE > TLVH (The train has stopped / is currently stopped).
- wkHabitual Statexk: £ TEILVTLYS (I work at a company [regularlyl).

Japanese: §. BHAEBOHMEFHRA TS,
Hiragana: WE., IZIFAZ O x5 L& & FATWS,
English: 1 am reading a Japanese textbook right now.
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IMPERATIVE FORM (COMMAND FORM)

Expresses a strong command or instruction. It is blunt and used by authorities, in traffic signs, sports
coaching, or casual male-to-male speech.

Conjugation Formula:
A - #xGroup 1*xx: Change final u-vowel to **xe-vowe|#x.

- B > xxE (P (Write!) | 589 > w55+ (Speak!) | D > #»F T+ (Wait!)
- #xGroup 2xx. Drop **%**x and add #*xA*k (or *k&*x in written commands).

- BR% > B2 (Eat!) | B% > xFE A% (Watch!)

- xxkGroup 3xkl FBH > kxL Bk | EDH > #xELvkx (koi)

- *lNarning*: Do not use with seniors. For polite requests, use ~T<Lf=&0N.

Japanese: fE%LV! IEFEN !
Hiragana: ®HAGWN! EFEh!
English: Danger! Stop!

CONDITIONAL FORMS (=i, I, 7i5)

Japanese uses three primary conditional patterns, each with distinct nuances.

Formulas & Nuances:
Y 1. #x~71=i5 (General/Past Condition)**: Add *x5**x to plain past form (f=—form). Best choice for
most " if/when' scenarios.
- BRATE > x»FRA T o+ (If/when you read it)
2. swk~|[E (Hypothetical Condition)sk: Shift final u-vowel to ske—vowelsk + sk[dsk (Group 2 drops %
tIX). Focuses on hypothetical relationships.
- EZ > wE(F(E (IT you write it) | BRZE > =B (Eex (I you eat it)
3. #x~75 5 (Contextual/Topic Condition)**: Just add #*7: 5%+ after verbs. Means 'if it is the case
that. ...
- 17< > 7<% b*xx (If you are going...)

+

Japanese: M of=H, LWV O VEEWET,
Hiragana: 3 h o5, Hi=o LW (EZFZA & HhLVET,
English: If it is cheap, I will buy a new computer.
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PASSIVE FORM (RECEPTIVE FORM)

Used when an action is performed on the subject ('was done by...’). Also acts as a polite marker.

Conjugation Formula:
w - #kGroup 1xx: Shift final vowel to *xa—columnix and add skiL 5.
FES (yobu) = FEIE % (yobareru - to be called)
-E5 (iu > Ehnsd (iwareru — to be told)
- #xGroup 2%k Drop skZkk and add ks Bk,
- &BH3 (homeru) = THN B (homerareru — to be praised)
- okxGroup 3xk: FBH D> xEIN Dk | EBH D> mxFiohBex (korareru)

Japanese: FAlIXEEICBOHONFE L=,
Hiragana: #of=L [ BAEL 12 EFHENFELT=,
English: 1 was praised by the teacher.

CAUSATIVE FORM (MAKE/LET FORM)
Expresses making or letting someone perform an action ('make do’ or "allow to do’).

Conjugation Formula:
@== . skGroup 1#+: Shift final vowel to **ka—column*x and add #xt %**.
- 1< > THE S (make/let go) | K > EHES (make/let write)
- #xGroup 2xx. Drop **%**x and add #*x & H*x.
- BR% > BREIES (make/let eat) | #1583 % (group 3) > Mk E 3
- wkGroup Jkkl §E D kk S Swk | EDH D P I Swk (kosaseru)

Japanese: BHIIFAICHRZEBNIEELT .

Hiragana: [&IE [ =L IZ P & f=RSEFFELT
English: My mother made me eat vegetables.
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Passive—Causative Form (Forced to Do)

The #**Passive—Causativesx form expresses being forced to do an action against your will ('made to do by
someone’). It is a combination of causative (make do) and passive (be acted upon).

* Conjugation Formulas:

- #kGroup Txx: Shift final vowel to **ka-column¥* and add *+xZt 541 %*x *(Note: You can shorten
this to xx&t B*x for any verb except those ending in 9)x*.

- 17< (iku) = TH+SELNDE > =THhELND / ThESh D+ (made to go)

- %D (matsu) = Ff=-+ZEoNhd > =F-Eohd / F=-Shd* (nade to wait)

- 559 (hanasu) = x*EEXE 5N 5%k (only long form is correct since it ends in 9°)

- #xGroup 2#k: Drop *kZ%k and add *kEE 5 Bk

- AR > »BREIE LIS (nade to eat) | RE > B E5h B+ (made to watch)

- kkGroup 3kl FH D> IE LMLk | KD > mEIE LN Sk (kosaser 5N D)

Japanese: FAIERICTEEFFIzbHrasnEz L=,
Hiragana: =L & HIZ IZ L Ly & TOEbHEIhFELT,
English: 1 was forced to help with my brother’s homework.
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o | oictionry | R | b | wow | Tefom
G3 LT

© 00 N o O BAEwWw N =

10
11
12
13
14
15

17
18
19

21
22

24
25
26
21
28

30
31
32
33
34
35
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tionary
T5
kb (K 5)
7< (<)
%5 (hzb)
AL (D)
Rte (DTe)
Wo (D)
< (£<)
Y (372 9)
wete (L)
< (D<)
(&9)
(M9)
(%)
2 (bD)
Fo (£2)
D (5L 5)
5o (2029)
M5 (LD)
gD (ohd)
Bo (BH9)
=9 (\0)H)
FES (L5
5 (bEs)
k< (BLL)
#£5 (XL D)
HB (BHDH)
s (&5)
5 (DDH)
oo (BY5)
o (T5)
AB (TW3)
FRiT5 (Hi5d)
DA (L D)
s (L 5)

(01

D AN

oSk m > o

suru
kuru
iku
kaeru
taberu
nomu
miru
kiku
hanasu
yomu
kaku

au

kau

uru
motsu
matsu
tsukuru
tsukau
shiru
wakaru
omou

iu

yobu
asobu
oyogu
hashiru
aruku
tobu
noru
oriru
deru
hairu
akeru
shimeru

hajimeru

nihongodoya. com - Personal Use Only

To do

To come

To go

To return (home)
To eat

To drink

To see/watch

To listen/hear/ask
To speak

To read

To write

To meet

To buy

To sell

To hold/have

To wait

To make/create
To use

To know

To understand
To think

To say

To call/invite
To play/hang out
To swim

To run

To walk

To fly/jump

To ride/board
To get off/descend
To exit/go out
To enter

To open

To close

To start/begin

G3
Gl
G1%*
G2
Gl
G2
Gl
Gl
Gl
Gl
Gl
Gl
Gl
Gl
Gl
Gl
Gl
Ik
Gl
Gl
Gl
Gl
Gl
Gl
G1*
Gl
Gl
Gl
G2
G2
G1*
G2
G2
G2

kT
iT>T
LikelS
T
AT
T
LAk
LT
AT
ZT
£o7T
HoT
58T
FfoT
o T
fE- T
fiff > T
- T
53T
HoT
=-7C
AT
AT
PKUNT
E-T
AT
AT
FoT
Fe D <
T
A>T
BT
Fikoke
[FLoNE
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Top 100 Essential Japanese Verbs — Part 2

B S T YT

bbb (BbbH) owaru To finish i TC
37 x5 (Bx3%) okiru To wake up/happen G2 HxC
38 E5 (ab) neru To sleep G2 BT
39 Kie (o4dp) yasumu To rest/be absent Gl KAT
40 i< (x7=56<) hataraku To work Gl BT
41 FTe () sumu To live/reside @l FEAT
42 e (L¥) shinu To die Gl WA T
43 ST (20) tatsu To stand G1 AN
44 WA (T5) suwaru To sit Gl JiE > T
45 B (BL) oku To put/place @il BT
46 o (00A9) hirou To pick up G1 =N E
47 T2 (+T3%) suteru To throw away G2 BTT
48 HIF 5 ageru To give G2 BT
49 H 5D morau To receive @il 5T
50 <3 kureru To give (to me) G2 <hT
o %05 (hv5) kariru To borrow 62 =y <
52 WY (PAT) kaesu To return (an item) Gl KLT
53 59 () kasu To lend G1 B/LT
54 x5 (BLx5D) oshieru To teach/inform G2 #HzT
95 Ho (b 9) narau To learn 61 B
56 wzx7% (BIXx %) oboeru To memor ize G2 ®Z2T
57 =5 (bdib) wasureru To forget G2 =T
58 Ve (X839 sagasu To search for Gl LT
59 (izgg) mitsukeru To find G2 RO
60 WHsbH (xHBH) kimeru To decide G2 T
61 (Z))?gég_é) kangaeru To think/consider G2 Zz2 T
62 XA (LBX%) shiraberu To check/examine G2 FH_T
63 % (L 5x%) kuraberu To compare G2 T
64 Ezx5 (hzxb)  keeru To change ) Kz T
65 s (7=71F%) tasukeru To help/save G2 B
66 x5 (BLAH) okuru To send G1 *EosT
67 Jm< (& L) todoku To arrive/reach Gl JEuWTC
68 B (H7=7) watasu To hand over Gl LT
69 ZFA (91 5H) ukeru To receive/take exam G2 2T
70 BHnh (Bbb) ochiru To fall/fail G2 T
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Top 100 Essential Japanese Verbs

Part 3

BAE

K4 — NihongoDoya

B S S YT

clear up (weather)

ENs (3hs) hareru
12 £5 (K bD) kumoru
13 25 (5%) furu
74 < (5<) fuku
I B (&<) saku
16 n< (7<) naku
7 %5 (bb9) warau
78 B5 (BZ5) okoru
19 L (BEAL)  odoroku
80 L% (LAUL%) shinjiru
81 e (OFTe) nozomu
82 5 (W) inoru
83 JE5 (Rand D) negau
84 LT (zoLie) tanashimu
85 BEH (LAZS)  yorokobu
86 FELT (7o Lde)  kanashimu
87 BeH (259) kirau
88 Bid (BFh D) osoreru
89 s (Dhid)  tsukareru
90 W5 (ZF5) komaru
91 Hnd (end) nareru
92 fax s (bhxd)  akiru
93 EED D (D) yameru
94 Wil D (o1 %)  tsuzukeru
95 D2 (D) tomeru
96 2 (WhEQ) isogu
97 BEND (B<nb) okureru
98 (Eg;g;) maniau
99 e (4430) susumu
100 RH (HED) modoru

© 2026 NihongoDoya -
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To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To
To

To

To
To

become c¢loudy
fall (rain/snow)
blow (wind)
bloom

cry
laugh/smi le
get angry

be surprised
believe
hope/wish
pray
request/wish
enjoy

be pleased/happy
grieve/be sad
dislike/hate
fear

get tired

be in trouble
get used to
get tired of
quit/stop
continue
stop/halt
hurry

be late
be in time

advance/progress

turn back/return

G1
G1
G1
G1
G1
G1
G1
G1
G2
G1
G1
G1
G1
G1
G1
G1
G2
G2
G1
G2
G2
G2
G2
G2
G1
G2

G1

G1
Gl

T
Eo5T
B o C
UNANE
BT
PLNT
N e
BoT
BT
f§LT
YAT
froT
JfiE~ T

BLAT
BEAT
FELAT
i SN
T
JEALT
A~ T
T
fnE T
fr T
et T
=®T
2T
FENT
Micd-T

HEA T
RoT

Page 15 of 20



Japanese Verb Conjugation Chart — Master Essential Forms HAEE K+ — NihongoDoya

Real-Life Japanese Example Situations

Here are daily |ife situations demonstrating natural verb conjugations in context. Notice the bold suffixes:

\
At School (%% T) At Work (&%tT)
KEDEE & CHBLTHEEL, FEAICUR= b EHENZTTNIEE S,
(Please listen to the teacher carefully.) (I must write the report by today.)
Traveling (f&1T) Daily Life (HE&EE)

P HE. FRETRBAT Sl BoTNET, — * % BE ABOHHES T, O— E— AT T,
(I think T will go to Kyoto tomorrow.) (Every morning 1 wake up at 6 and drink coffee.)
g‘oﬁgm‘; (E_z;:gé_? — Restaurants (LR k5 2)

[ j ok wok, O ZEB ML TS, — g e— . N
(If it is cheap, I want to buy two pieces of this m 7PI }/;‘f._okt )L’é**??go'i%f**(téb\o
clothing ) (Please bring two ramens and a beer.)
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Common Conjugation Mistakes & Corrections

1. Verb Group Confusion (Godan vs Ichidan lookalikes)

Some Group 1 (Godan) verbs end in *x—iruxk or **-erus*, making them look exactly |ike Group 2. Conjugating
them like Group 2 is one of the most common mistakes.

- xIncorrect:* g% (kaeru — to return) = IBYEI (wrong! 1BY F£T is correct)

- *Incorrect:x % (hashiru - to run) = FEYEF (wrong! Y ET is correct)

Always memorize these critical exceptions: *xIF%, F£5, %%, A5, t)%*x are all Group 1 verbs!

2. Double consonant dropping (Gemination) in Te Form

Godan verbs ending in 5, D, % require a small *+D*x (double consonant) before T. Learners often skip
this or confuse it with A/T.

- xIncorrect:* E5 > BT (wrong!) = B->T (correct)

- xIncorrect:* %D > T (wrong!) > #->T (correct)

3. Potential Form overlap with Passive (Group 2)
Group 2 Potential form (can eat = BR5M3) is identical to its Passive form (be eaten = BR 5 3). Look
at context or check for colloquial "ra-dropping’ (Bt 3) to distinguish potential.

Mistakes & Corrections Chart

17< is the absolute exception to the

7L > TV | 7< = #*fTo 1= !

17< 1TUvz (wrong!) 17< *kfT > f=%k (correct!) <> rule.

BR% > 8BRS (wrong!) BRS > B K 5% (correct!) ggzu;iBZ LB CIAE 2 i e el
BT > BEHHL (rong)) BT > AL Gorrecty) 18 1 e ooolum. oo TEohiTEs o & ¢
7% > 13T (wrong!) 22 > #kjE > T+ (correct!) J%% is a Group 1 exception, conjugating with

523> ol-/oT.
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Practice Exercises

Part 1: Conjugation Drills

Fill in the missing conjugations for the target verbs.

1. #*Zxx (Group 1): Polite: [ 1| Te-form: [ 1 | Potential: [ ]

2. *xF %k (Group 2): Polite: [ 1 | Plain Past: [ 1 | Volitional: [ ]
3. wkEF gk (Group 1): Plain Neg: [ 1| Te-form: [ 1 | Passive: [ ]

4. %9 Bxx (Group 3): Polite: [ 1 | Te-form: [ 1 | Causative: [ ]

Part 2: Sentence Transformations
Transform the under|ined verbs in brackets to match the requested form.
1. BAREELE [ BR2% > *x«Desire Formk* ] T9, (I want to eat Japanese food.)

> BAHEZL <7,

2. 5. B%% [ < > #xProgressive Formkx 1, (I am listening to music right now.)
> 5. BE% 0

3. ®&#%Z [ ¥4 - =xConditional (f=i5) Formx ] | #EUIZITEFET, (If I do my homework, I will go play.)
> BElEZE . BEUITITEET,

Part 3: Translation Practice

Translate the sentences using correct Japanese verb forms:
1. Please wait here for a moment.

2. 1 was forced to drink vegetable juice by my friend.

3. Let’'s go home together.
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Answer Key & NihongoDoya Study Tips

Answer Key

wPart 1wk 1. EEFT /BT / EFS 2 BRFET /R / R&5 3 FESHWL /ELT/
EEhd 4. LFET / LT/ €D

#kPart 20 1. BN 2. BLTWLS (or BWLWTULVET) 3. L=

#xPart 3x. 1. TZTHLF-LTLESL Wait = HF-T + <F=ZELY)

2. REIIHEED2—RFRESNFELF (Forced to drink > gkFESh D)

3. —H#EITI/RYFEL&LD (or J®55 - Let’s go home)

NihongoDoya Conjugation Study Tips:

1. #xConjugate in Chunks#**x: Practice reciting verb transformations in sequence. For example, choose a verb
and recite: "E > EEFET > EL\T D ElLV: D EHNLL D E(HSH > EZ 5. Rhythmic practice helps
build vocal memory muscle.

2. xxlUse Cards/Spaced Repetition#k: Create flashcards mapping dictionary forms to specific suffixes. Group
them by Godan vs Ichidan, highlighting exception cards (like ¥&%) in bright red.

3. #kllrite Out Grids Dailyx*: Write out the Te-form subgroups rules by heart. Familiarity with 5 -2-% >

~s

ST and © 58 > AT will prevent hesitant pauses during writing and speaking.
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© 2026 NihongoDoya. All Rights Reserved.

This publication, including its content, charts, examples, illustrations, graphics, practice exercises,
educational explanations, tables, visual aids, mascots, formatting, and design, is the intellectual property
of NihongoDoya.

Permitted Use

Readers may:

- Download this PDF for personal use

- Print copies for personal study.

- Share the official NihongoDoya page |ink.

Prohibited Use

Without prior written permission from NihongoDoya, readers may not:

- Reproduce this PDF in whole or in part.

- Upload the PDF to another website or server.

- Redistribute the PDF file

- Sell or resell the PDF

- Modify the content or layouts

- Use the content commercially

- Include the content in courses, books, apps, learning platforms, or educational products.

Educational Disclaimer
This resource is intended for educational purposes only. While every effort has been made to ensure
accuracy, learners should verify information using additional Japanese language resources
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