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What is Japanese Grammar?

Unlike English, which relies heavily on word order, Japanese grammar revolves around particles (BhZf) and
auxiliary verb suffixes attached to word endings. In Japanese, verbs always sit at the very end of sentences, and
structural modifiers link directly to verbs, adjectives, or nouns to form precise meanings.

As you progress through the JLPT levels, grammar transforms from simple sentences to rich, nuanced declarations:
- JLPT N5 (Basic): Establishes polite vs plain copula (T3 /712), basic questions, simple negation, wants, and
direct particle relations.

- JLPT N4 (Elementary): Introduces conditional clauses, intentions, basic honorifics, simple assumptions, and
complex action sequencing.

- JLPT N3 (Intermediate): Transitions to subjective evaluations, hypothetical reasoning, formal expectations,
passive/causative, and conversational abbreviations.

The JLPT Grammar Progression Path

JLPT N5 (Beginner) JLPT N4 (Elementary) JLPT N3 (Intermediate)

- Basic copula & particles - Conditional paths (f=5/1%) - Nuances (HIF71=/1%3°12)

- Simple actions & requests - Intentions (&5 &ERES) - Cause & Effect (H#ULNT/HEMITT)
- Polite present/past - Obligation (ZI+hIEAr S 74RLY) - Conjecture (5 LLULY/&T=LVY)

How to Use This Guide

Each page is structured systematically for fast study and review:

1. The Grammar Formula: Shows the exact parts of speech that merge with the grammar modifier (e.g., Noun + TJI,
Verb Plain + D% U)).

2. Furigana Reading Aid: Provides hiragana guides directly beneath the Japanese text to help you read Kanji
correctly.

3. Semantic Nuances & Memory Tips: Explains when and why native speakers choose specific patterns, with mnemonics
to lock them in.

4. Common Pitfalls: Alerts you to typical beginner and intermediate errors to ensure error-free writing and
conversation.

(muscle memory) helps you recall conjugations and particle rhythms instinctively during oral

@ Pro Study Tip: Practice reciting the example sentences aloud. Building physical vocal memory
exams or |ive conversations.
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JLPT N5 ESSENTIAL GRAMMAR — PART 1

1. ~T9 (To be)

Structure: Noun / Adjective + TY

Japanese: FAIXFEHETT,
Hiragana: H1=L & A< ELY T,
English: 1 am a student.

- Notes: Polite copula. - Common Mistake: Do not combine with actions (e.g. B~XATY is incorrect; use BREI
instead). - Memory Tip: Think of 'Desu’ as 'Is" or 'Am" to establish existence.

2. ~F%9 (Polite Action)
Structure: Verb Stem + £9

Japanese: HAEZEMELET,
Hiragana: [CIFAZ # NAZT &3 LET,
English: [ study Japanese.

- Notes: Present or future polite verb form. - Memory Tip: Action verbs end in —& 9 when speaking respectful ly to
teachers or strangers.

3. ~F+HA (Polite Negative Action)
Structure: Verb Stem + A
Japanese: BABIEZERIZITEEEA,
Hiragana: L= [ o255 [ LWEFEEA,
English: T will not go to school tomorrow.

- Notes: Polite present negative. - Mistake: Avoid using double negatives like HY EFEHAFTEA.

4. ~TLE=/ ~TlEHY EFEA (Polite Past / Negation)
Structure: Noun + TL7= (Past) / TlEHY FHA (Negative present)

Japanese: MEHIEIRTLTz, ZETEHY FHE A,
Hiragana: M5 & & TLI=, HN{EL TEHY FEA,
English: Yesterday it was rainy. I am not a student.

5. ~mHYFET / ~LvET (Existence of things / living beings)
Structure: Inanimate Noun + A% Y £9 / Animate Noun + AULVETF

Japanese: ADNHYET, RHAWVET,
Hiragana: [FA A HYFET., Léh A LWET,
English: There is a book. There is a dog.

- Mistake: Using L ETF for objects (e.g. AMULVET is wrong). - Memory Tip: 'I" is for live (dogs, cats,
people), 'A" is for static objects.

6. ~HM1F=T9 (To |like something)

Structure: Noun + MIFETH

Japanese: FAIXFBARHENFETT,
Hiragana: Hf=L I IZIFA Y&5Y A §F TI,
English: I like Japanese food.

- Mistake: Do not use particle % here (e.g. BAKIEHIFETY is grammatically incorrect).
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JLPT N5 ESSENTIAL GRAMMAR — PART 2

1. ~t=WZ T3 (Desire: Want to do)
Structure: Verb Stem + 7=L\T3"

Japanese: FRZBANIZL\TY,

Hiragana: 3L % f=X{=L\ T3,

English: 1 want to eat sushi.

- Notes: Expresses the speaker's own desires. Use A% or % as the object particle.

8. ~FL &S (Let's do)

Structure: Verb Stem + L &£ 5
Japanese: —#ICIRYEL &S,
Hiragana: LW\ L & 2 AR YEL &S,
English: Let's go home together.

9. ~TLK &Ly (Please do)

Structure: Verb [Te Form] + < f2& Ly
Japanese: T TEFE-TLEEELY,
Hiragana: T2 T E£oTLEELY,
English: Please wait here.

- Mistake: Using dictionary form (e.g. fFD< =&Y is wrong). - Memory Tip: The 'Te’ form links requests
politely.

10, ~THLWWTYT / ~TIEWF+FEHEA (Permission / Prohibition)
Structure: Verb [Te Form] + £ UL \VNTY (May) / LM FEEA (Must not)

Japanese: BEF#{ROTHELWTY, A-TIEWIFTEE A,
Hiragana: Lo LA & £2TH LW TT, [FWVoT [E WFEHA,
English: You may take photos. You must not enter.

11. ~Hh5 / ~®DT (Reason / Cause)

Structure: Phrase + M (Subjective) / T (Objective/Polite)
Japanese: LWLV {TITEHA., MBDOTENE L=,
Hiragana: WZEHALLY b WFEFA., HH BDT H<NFELT=
English: Since I am busy, [ cannot go. Because of rain, I was late.

12. ~EBWWET (I think that...)

Structure: Plain Form + & BUVES

Japanese: BARIEENS ERBWVVET,
Hiragana: L71= & [Fhd & BELET,

English: T think it will be sunny tomorrow.

13. ~23% Y T3 (Intention / Plan)

Structure: Verb [Plain/Dictionary] + 2% Y TY

Japanese: RFE., BHAANTC D23 YT,
Hiragana: SWL\A. [ZIEFA ~ W DHY TT,
English: I intend to go to Japan next year.
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JLPT N5 GRAMMAR QUICK REFERENCE MATRIX

This chart serves as a quick revision grid the night before your test.

Grammar Pattern Meaning & Function Quick Example

~T9 (Noun/Adj + TY)
~F3 (Verb Stem + F£9)
~FHA (Verb Stem + FEA)
~ZF L1z (Verb Stem + £ L 1)

~hHYEL / WELT:

~NFETY

~1=L T9 (Verb Stem + 7=LY)
~FL &S5 (Verb Stem + EL &)
~TLEEEL (Verb [Te]l + <f2&LY)
~THLWTY (Verb [Tel + HLrLY)
~TIEWTEEA

~hm 5 (Clause + M i)

~OT (Clause + MT)
~&ERWET (Plain + EBWLVETD)
~ZENBYFET

~7H B (Verb Stem + ZEAViD)

~23YTY (Plain + 2£YTY)

© 2026 NihongoDoya - nihongodoya. com -

Polite copula (to be)

Polite action (present/future)
Polite action negation

Polite action past tense

Existence of things / animate
beings

To like something

Desire to do an action
Suggestion / Invitation (Let's)
Request (Please do)
Asking/giving permission
Prohibition (Must not)

Reason (subjective)

Reason (objective/polite)
Expressing opinion/thought
Have the experience of
Simultaneous action (While doing)

Planned intention

Personal Use Only

CNIEFATT, (This is a book.)
BHBfTEES, (I will go tomorrow.)
BARFEHA, (I do not eat.)

e LEL, (I studied.)

ERHYET . ADBVET,

WA ETT, (I like cats.)
BEEHH=L, (I want to drink tea.)
HmOFEL LI, (Let's begin.)
EWTLIZEL, (Please write.)

RT3 TY, (You may look.)

A2 TIEWFTEHE A, (Must not enter.)

EU V5, (Because it is cold.)
INADENT=D T, (Because the bus was late.)
SLWERBWET, (I think it's easy.)
To1=2&MHYET, (I have been there.)
HELEMBEET, (Speak while walking.)

E523YTY, (I intend to buy it.)

Page 5 of 20



JLPT Grammar Cheat Sheets — N5 to N3 Reference Guide BA:E K+ - NihongoDoya

JLPT N4 INTERMEDIATE GRAMMAR — PART 1

1. ~&5&BUvET (Thinking of doing / Volitional intent)
Structure: Verb [Volitional Form] + &BULvET

Japanese: FILWEHZEH S LR ->TWLWET,

Hiragana: 6L <5F & "ES & BHLHoTWLWFET,

English: T am thinking of buying a new car.

- Notes: Shows long-term planning vs instantaneous decisions (&5 &9 3).

2. ~FETY (Scheduled to do / Plan)

Structure: Verb [Dictionary]l / Noun + @ + FETY

Japanese: =HIZLEBENDFETT,
Hiragana: &AL 12 ALVE O KTLY T,
English: I am scheduled to have a meeting at 3 o' clock.

3. ~Z¢&IClgB /) ~&S5I(2% 5 (Decision made / Change in status)
Structure: Verb [Dictionary]l + T &IZ#:% (It has been decided) / & 51Z#:% (Gradually come to do)
Japanese: EBRABEHTHLICHYEL, BRENEFEEDLSITHY ELE:,

Hiragana: &£€3F &5 N TAZTA 5 & 1T BYFEL, IZIFAZ AN FHGEd &5 1T GYFELE,
English: It has been decided that [ transfer to Tokyo. I have become able to speak Japanese.

4. ~IX / ~1=5 / ~7T% (Conditionals)
Structure: Verb [Provisional (&] / Verb [Past -7=] / Verb [Te Form + %]

Japanese: RITNIEEWET, M -=0TEFEA. B TEHEEL=LY,

Hiragana: ®FITNIE DWVET, HOO M 525 WEFHA, =0hKTE MLz,

English: If it is cheap, I will buy it. If it rains, I will not go. Even if it is expensive, I want to buy
it.

5, ~IIFnIE% 5740y (Obligation: Must do)
Structure: Verb [Negative Stem] + Z:(+iuld7r S ALy

Japanese: BEABEZE LEITIIEHRY EFEA,
Hiragana: EWZH Ly & LEITAIL BYFEEA,
English: I must do homework every day.

- Mistake: Forgetting key negative conjugation shift (e.g. 95 = L% + (ThIXES4ELY).
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JLPT N4 INTERMEDIATE GRAMMAR — PART 2

6. ~%5T9 (Conjecture: Looks like / Hear say)
Structure: Verb Stem / Adj Stem + #5 T9 (Looks like) | Plain Form + #5 T9 (I hear that)

Japanese: MAEYZES5TY, AEDF 5T,
Hiragana: && H SAUEFS T, H®H AN 5% 5 TH,
English: It looks like it will rain. I hear that it will rain.

1. ~TLES / ~THBD / ~TH<L (erb Preparations / Completions)
Structure: Verb [Te Form] + LZE S (Regret/Complete) | #5% (Try) | #< (In advance)

Japanese: BREZENTLEWVWELz, FRIZBRTHET, FrYLEE>THEEET,
Hiragana: L <7y & HIhT LEVWELT, L & RTHFET, Blto& & hoTHEFET,

English: T unfortunately forgot my homework. I will try eating sushi. I will buy tickets in advance.

8. ~T b/ ~ThHIFH / ~TL=1=< (Giving & Receiving Actions)

Structure: Verb [Te Form] + <15 (Someone does for me) | &I1¥5 (I do for someone) | L f=7=< (Polite receive

action)

Japanese: REMNFEOTNFELz, REITHZ T =EEE L,
Hiragana: &35 A TDOZ->T <hFEFLFz. HFABW IZ BLAT W=FEFEL,
English: My friend helped me. I respectfully had the teacher teach me.

9. ~LM~7ZELy (Limit: Only / Nothing but)

Structure: Noun + LA + Verb [Negative]

Japanese: BtfmIZFHAL»HY T A,
Hiragana: &WL\A I2 BAZA LD HY FEFEA,
English: T have only 1,000 yen in my wallet.

- Mistake: Avoid using positive verbs (e.g. FALMNHYZET is wrong).

10. ~I[EHM Y (Nothing but / Just finished)
Structure: Noun + [£AY | Verb [Past -7=] + IEM Y (Just finished doing)

Japanese: AIEMNY BRTIEWTFEEA, S =ENY T,
Hiragana: [2< [EMY =T & WTEEBA, B MY TT,
English: You must not eat nothing but meat. I have just woken up.

© 2026 NihongoDoya - nihongodoya.com - Personal Use Only
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JLPT N4 GRAMMAR QUICK REFERENCE MATRIX

A quick-reference summary of essential N4 grammatical structures.

Grammar Pattern Meaning & Function Quick Example

~ESERWVET

~FETY

~ZLITHB

~&3125%

~I[E (Conditional)

~7f=5 (Conditional)
~7T% (Conditional)

~IEFNIEE S0

~25TF

~TLES

~THDB
~TH<
~TNB/HITS

~Lh~ign

~EnY

© 2026 NihongoDoya - nihongodoya. com -

Intending/thinking to do
(Volitional)

Scheduled/planned to do

Decided by external circumstances

Change in ability/habit over time

Provisional "if clause

General conditional " if/when’
Concessive conditional "even if’
Necessity / Obligation (Must do)

Looks like (Conjecture) / I hear
that

Completed action / Regretful action

Try doing something to see result
Do in advance / preparation
Giving/receiving action favors

Only (emphasis, followed by
negative)

Nothing but / Just finished doing

Personal Use Only

B2LELSEBWET, (Thinking of studying
abroad.)

LEDFETYT ., (Scheduled for a meeting.)

LENd S &I2H o1z, (Decided I will
transfer.)

kIFB &S24 o=, (Become able to swim.)

FEOREAMYET . (If you read, you will
understand.)

BEW=5EEEL T, (Call me when you arrive.)
MTHIEET, (I will go even if it rains.)

&S IFNIEEE 540y, (I must return.)
BWLWLEFS5TI, (Looks delicious.)

BRTLE-T-, (Ate it all / Regret eating
it.)

P»oTHET, (I will try doing it.)
#{ L TH <., (Prepare in advance.)
FEo T Nt=, (He helped me.)

— ALMUVELY, (There is only one person.)

BAR=IEMY, (Just finished eating.)
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JLPT N3 UPPER-INTERMEDIATE GRAMMAR — PART T

1. ~95Z&129 % (Personal decision)

Structure: Verb [Dictionary] + Z&I123 % (Make a decision to do)

Japanese: BR. PaXx U %EF S5 LITLFEL
Hiragana: Wb, L&FAC & 95 Z& 12 LELT
English: I have decided to jog every day.

- Nuance: Contrast with 2 &(Z7%:% (decision decided by external forces).

2. ~bltts / ~H(FTIEiELy (Naturally follow / Not necessarily)
Structure: Plain Form + #2171 (No wonder) | #1+ TlEZiLy (Does not mean that)

Japanese: BERABEINEE., EFITHBZDFTTT, BEUOWEDLITTIESHY FEA.

Hiragana: EFWMIH WAL S ThiE, L3537 12 45 bhiF TT, E50L A it TEHY FEA.
English: If you practice every day, no wonder you get better. It does not mean I hate it.

3. ~&35I129 % (Make an effort to)
Structure: Verb [Dictionary/Negative]l + &5129 3

Japanese: HWEDZEBANGWVWELSITLTLET,

Hiragana: FEL £M % =Gl &5 2 LTWET,
English: I am trying (making an effort) not to eat sweets.

4. ~1=8HIZ /| ~BEMNTT / ~EWVT (Purpose / Reason / Blame)
Structure: Verb [Plain]/Noun + @ + f=&IZ (For sake of) | &MIFT (Thanks to) | £L T (Due to blame)

Japanese: BED-OICHEEZBAET ., TEDENTFTERLELz. MOBWVWTENRE LT,

Hiragana: (TAZ5 @ =8 |12 BE & RFFT, FAEL O 8hIF T 535K LELIZ, HH O €LY T
BNFLT,

English: [ eat vegetables for the sake of my health. Thanks to the teacher, [ passed. Due to the rain, I was
late.

5. ~IZTEUWLVELY / ~I1EF 1= (Certainly must / Supposed to be)
Structure: Plain Form + (2L ALy (Must be without doubt) | (915 (Expected/supposed to)

Japanese: JLAIZHITEWEGL, SBEELFTTT,
Hiragana: (FAICA (£ D IZ BAVEL, &5 £ELC FF TT,
English: The culprit must be him without a doubt. It is expected to arrive today.
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JLPT N3 UPPER-INTERMEDIATE GRAMMAR — PART 2

6. ~XFMELy / ~mE Lhzily (Impossible / Might be)
Structure: Plain Form + (£ ALy (No way/impossible) | A& LAzzly (Might/perhaps)
Japanese: AIEZE DL IXTHAHY FEA., BHABIEAEME LAz,

Hiragana: dh A 5% & D<K FF N HYFEEBA, HLI= [T HO nE Lhily,

English: There is no way he would tell a lie. It might rain tomorrow.

1. ~I2&kd& / ~5LLY (According to / Typical behavior / Conjecture)
Structure: Noun + [2& % & (According to) | Noun + & L LY (Typical of) | Plain + & L LY (Apparently)

Japanese: RRFHICKD L. HRAEERSL LWLTT,
Hiragana: TAZ&LIEFS 12 &£d&. HLz X [Fh 5L TT,
English: According to the weather forecast, apparently it will be sunny tomorrow.

8. ~&512 / ~#&1=Ly (Looks |ike / Resembles)
Structure: Noun + @ + &£ 57 | Noun + #&7=L> (Casual similarity)
Japanese: FAHTED& 5712, FERAWITHEATILS,

Hiragana: £ T W& O &5 1=, 2EH &LV [ HTATLS,
English: It's just like snow. Playing like a child.

9. ~I%& (Extent / Degree / The more... the more)
Structure: Noun + [£& (To the extent of) | Verb [Plain] + IF&

Japanese: JIEFWFEEBLWTT, BITNIEEWFZERZ DT,
Hiragana: %2&EfL) [FE S LY T, DhFhE HHL [FE BIFR LT,
English: T am so happy to the extent of wanting to cry. The younger you are, the easier it is to memorize.
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JLPT N3 GRAMMAR QUICK REFERENCE MATRIX

A quick-reference summary of essential N3 upper-intermediate grammar.

Grammar Pattern Meaning & Function Quick Example

~Z¢IZTB

~bltf

~HIFTIEEL

~&S5I129 53

~f=®IZ

~BEMNFT

~EWT

~[TELVELY

~FF

~[EFAEL

~MhHLhign

~|2kBE

~b L

~&Sf /) Hf=

~E~FE

© 2026 NihongoDoya -

nihongodoya. com -

Personal decision (decide to do)

Naturally follows / No wonder
Does not mean that / Not
necessarily

Making an effort to do / habit
check

For the purpose of / because of

Thanks to (positive result)

Due to / blame (negative result)

Must be (absolute certainty)

Expected / supposed to be

Impossible / no way that

Might be / perhaps (50%
probability)

According to (hearsay source)

Conjecture (apparently) /
prototypical

Resembles / looks |ike

The more... the more. ..

Personal Use Only

ANaEPHDB T EIZLT=, (Decided to quit
smoking.)

EhoZEMho=hIiF1=, (No wonder it was
cheap.)

BULEDFTEAL, (Not that I hate it.)
SN E 3123 %, (I will make sure not to
forget.)

BAANIT=5HIZ, (For the purpose of going
to Japan.)

EDHMIFTH o=, (Cured thanks to the
medicine.)

ROELTENT-, (Late due to the rain.)

WAL o128 MLy, (He must be the one who
did it.)

4$H%E%ETTY, (He is supposed to come
today. )

FAEIET AL, (That's impossible / no
way. )

AmAESME LAy, (It might rain.)

Za—RIZ&kB &, (According to the news.)

BioLWL, (Manly.) / 55 LU, (Apparently
it will rain.)

BDELS71E, R#1=L =, (Like a dream. Looks
|ike a dog.)

HEOEFZOIFE@mBAL, (The more you read, the
more interesting.)
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GRAMMAR COMPARISONS & NUANCES — PART 1

Understanding fine nuances between similar looking grammatical tools is the key to passing the JLPT. Let’s compare
essential patterns side-by-side.

1. M5 vs MT (Reasoning / Cause)

Perspective Subjective opinion, personal justification. Objective cause, logical relationship.
Politeness Direct, can sound slightly excuses—based or Gentle, polite, preferred in formal/business
blunt. apologies.
Example BEALZLASERELLL A ! REAHZIDTERILLET,
(Since there is no time, hurry up!) (As I have an errand, excuse me.)

2. £ vs A% (Topic vs Subject)

I& (wa) — Topic Marker A (ga) — Subject Marker

Focus Focus lies on what follows the particle (the Focus lies on what precedes the particle (the
comment) . subject).
Context Introduces known/old info. Contrasts objects. Introduces new info. Identifies specific targets.
Example FFFEETT, INEETT,
(Speaking of me, I am a student. 'Student’ is the (I am the student. 'I' is the specific key
key info.) person. )

ﬂ Visual Mnemonic: Think of & as a spotlight illuminating the whole sentence topic, while A%
is a laser pointer targeting one single word subject.
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GRAMMAR COMPARISONS & NUANCES — PART 2

3. £5712 vs &7=Ly vs 5 LLY (Conjecture & Resemblance)

&57 (yo da) Formal/written. Based on speaker’s direct BNHBHES1,
sensory observations. (It seems | have a fever. Based on feeling
hot.)
Hf=Ly (mitai) Casual/spoken equivalent of & 57:. Visual FA= ML <,
similarity. (Crying like a child.)
5 LLY (rashii) Based on external hearsay/information (what AR5 LWLTT,
others said). (Apparently it will rain tomorrow. Heard it.)

4. ZEI29BH vs Z&IZ1:5 (Decisions)
- Z&I129 3% (koto ni suru): Active, personal choice. “I have decided to do...”
- Z&IZ7: % (koto ni naru) : Passive, decided by rule, schedule, or other people. “It has been decided that...”

5. 57 vs &£>572 (Looks like)

- %512 (so da): Instant conjecture based on immediate visual appearance. (e.g. EHF 571 - It looks like it is
about to fall right now).

- &£57 (yo da): Logical conclusion based on trace evidence or reasoning. (e.g. b=k 571 - It seems to have
fallen, seeing it on the ground).

6. =812 vs & 512 (Purpose)

- 1=8IZ (tame ni): Objective under direct personal control (Verb must be volitional/active). e.g.
BES5fz0IZfr&3 5 (Save money to buy).

- &£5I1Z (yo ni): Objective outside direct control or state of capability (Verb is potential or non-volitional).
e.g ENHEWLWESIZAETS (Write down so as not to forget).

Tip: If the target verb can be controlled directly (e.g. buy, study, go), use f=8IZ. If it
represents a state or ability (e.g. can speak, not forget), use &£ S5IZ.
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VISUAL JAPANESE SENTENCE MAPPING FLOWCHARTS

Japanese sentences are structured in standard modules. Unlike English, where elements are strictly fixed, Japanese
elements can float, provided the main verb sits at the end and particles match correctly.

1. Standard Sentence Flow Module Map

Noun + I& Time + IZ Place + T Noun + % Verb + &9 /1=

BRFELE:

FAlE (watashi wa) BANERIZ (roku-ji ni) BET (shokudo de) Bl 8k % (asagohan o) :
(tabemashita)

2. Condition = Result Logical Chain

ZltnlE (yasukereba — If cheap) > BULVET (kaimasu = I will buy it)
MME-1-5 (ame ga futtara — If it rains) > T=FHEA (ikimasen - I won't go)

3. Reason => Outcome Logical Chain

"
BEANELY (atama ga itai — Head hurts) (subjective) B{EZFJ (go to bed early)
EMMH 1= (accident occurred) DT (objective) BEMAENFE LT (train was late)
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REAL-LIFE JAPANESE EXAMPLE SITUATIONS

Natural grammar in context. Study these common situated cards to prepare for real-world interactions.

At School - ##<

S, SOSGEDNDMBIELND Trr, 5 — 55
L TLIZE Lk,

(Teacher, since I don’t understand this grammar,
please explain it once more.)

Travel — i&k4T

PR AR (T Sk, FTRHR TIREBARATE S5 LB UVE
Tk,

(If the ticket is cheap, I think I will go to
Kyoto by Shinkansen.)

Shopping — Euvi

L

COHANUIED LHET S TT A, THA UhSefFE
BOTHEWNWET,

(This bag looks a bit expensive, but since I |ike
the design, I' Il buy it.)

© 2026 NihongoDoya - nihongodoya.com - Personal Use Only

At Work — &# <

£ZNEHE, BEAEFTIZIaE—LTHEL 2B YTT
*k
v: intend to copy the meeting materials beforehand

by tomorrow.)

Daily Life — a&4:E

W BE. O—E—EeEARN D, HREHHD LSS
L TLVET *x,

(Every morning, while drinking coffee, [ make an
effort to read the newspaper.)

Restaurants — Lz 35>

AZa—ITkBE, TOT—HAUIEHENS LWVTT &
*k

(According to the menu, apparently this ramen is
spicy.)

Page 15 of 20



JLPT Grammar Cheat Sheets — N5 to N3 Reference Guide HAEE K+ — NihongoDoya

COMMON JLPT GRAMMAR MISTAKES & CORRECTIONS

Errors are a natural part of language learning. Here are the most typical mistakes made on the JLPT and how to
correct them.

Incorrect Sentence Correct Sentence Why it's wrong & correction

BARIZITCTLESLY, BHARIZHkIT > T 230N, 17< is an exception to the —te form rules.
(Wrong Te Form) (Correct Te Form) Instead of 1TLVT, it conjugates to 7o T.
BENZLMASERE LT, BRI A M o =D TxxENFE LT When apologizing to a superior, always use M T

(Blunt Reason) instead of A5 to sound polite and objective.

(Polite Apology)

EBEFEROIENTEEI T, BEFERU I EDIHTEE T+, ZEMTEET ends in the verb £39. Adding T
(Double Copula) (Correct Potential) at the end is a redundant double copula error.
AIEN Y BRET, PIHx[EM Yk B TUNVD, [E£MY (nothing but) naturally describes an
(Wrong Limiter) (Unbalanced Habit) ongoing habit. Conjugate the verb to the TL 3%
form.
BAEICFALMADY ET, BARRICTF A LhdH Y T Axk, LA must always be paired with a negative verb.
(Positive Shika) (Negative Shika) If you want a positive verb, use 7=I1F instead.
BARBEET LOITEY LY, BAREMNGEE DR S(2HY = K 3124 Y=L reflects a gradual change in
(Instnt. Change) o ability. The preceding verb should be potential
(Correct Change) GEE5).

structure: "if you don't do, it won't do’. Make sure to drop the L\ of the negative stem and

Daruma Wisdom: When using ~#zlFh (% 540y (must do), remember it has a double negative
Q attach (ThlEix 570N
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ULTIMATE COMPREHENSIVE GRAMMAR REVIEW TABLE

A master database of all the grammar patterns covered in this guide,

HZAEE K+ - NihongoDoya

sorted for quick review.

- Meaning / Function Usage Example Sentence

EX

=W\ Td

T fEaEn
THLW

23 Y1

£IERS

FETT

¥ (Cond.)

=5 (Cond.)
Z5TY

TLFED
Lv~7y

2Lz B

ZkiThEB
HiFE
£35129 %
=8I
[ZELVE LY
Fec

AL JAOF (A A

I2&kb&

5 L0
FH1= =

© 2026 NihongoDoya -

N5

N5

NS
NS

NS

N4

N4

N4

N4
N4

N4

N4

N3

N3

N3

N3

N3
N3
N3
N3

N3

N3
N3

Polite copula (to be)

Polite action (present/future)

Desire (want to do)

Please do (polite request)

Permission (may do)

Planned intention

Thinking of doing (volitional)

Scheduled plan

Provisional if

Past conditional if/when

Looks |ike / Hearsay
Regret / Completion
Only (negative emphasis)

Personal decision

External decision
Naturally follows / No wonder
Making an effort to do

Purpose / Because of

Must be (absolute certainty)
Expected / supposed to be
Might be / perhaps

According to

Conjecture (apparently)

Resembles / looks |ike

nihongodoya. com - Personal Use Only

NIZFADEZETT, (This is my umbrella.)

BAH. KEEESWET, (I' | meet my friend
tomorrow. )

BAROBZEEERAHT=LV, (I want to drink Japanese
tea.)

ZZIZENTLEELY, (Please write here.)
BoTHLWTI A, (May I go home?)

BEELIIZIT<DH Y, (I plan to go shopping
tomorrow. )

ExrEMBLLSERS, (I think T will study
kanji.)

¥EIRBFETT, (Scheduled to return next
week. )

RIFNIEEWET, (If it is cheap, I will buy
it.)

BEWI=5%Xx T, (Tell me when you arrive.)
MmAEY F5T9, (It looks like it will rain.)

BEEENTLES, (Unfortunately forgot
homework. )

BHELMEL, (I have only 100 yen.)

FRAMET S EIZLT=, (Decided to study
daily.)

KkABRET S L2 o=, (Decided I return
next month.)

EMhsZE0vhIFE, (No wonder it is hot.)

HREBRDELS12F 5, (Make effort to eat
veg.)

BED=HIZES. (Run for the sake of health.)

WAL AIZELVEELY, (He must be the culprit.)
B<IE9 T, (Expected to arrive today.)

Ehdmhd Lhily, (I might be late.)

REFEIZE D E, (According to weather
forecast.)

ZEpkLWLS LU, (Apparently it is delicious.)
ZEHT-ME, (It is like a dream.)
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JLPT N5 - N3 PRACTICE EXERCISES

Test your grammar skills! Complete the tasks below.

Part 1: Fill in the Blanks

1. REZETEENZLT [ 1. (Request: Please make quiet.)

2. BREMNAEDELEFIZ [ 1 &£512% Y=Ly, (Ability: Want to become able to speak.)
3. M [ 1 #5TIhin, ZEF->TLEZET, (Conjecture: Looks like it will rain.)
4 Bmic+m [ 1 HYFEEA, (Limitation: Only 10 yen.)

Part 2: Multiple Choice (Select the correct particle/grammar)

1. #IE*ES [a [T b HANe %] HFETT, (Like sushi)

2. AMEVWL= [a. ™Mb b. DT c DIZ ], &tEK&HET., (Formal apology reason)

3. Za—X [a I2&B&E b [TEWEW ¢ (T 1. BHBIXERMNEET, (Hearsay source)
4 Enil [a E=OHITb &312c Md ] AELTHEEI, (Purpose with negative verb)

Part 3: Sentence Transformation & Translation

1. Transform [ 5 1 to Volitional Intent form:

2. Translate: Please wait here for a moment. =

3. Translate: It has been decided that [ transfer to Tokyo. =
4. Translate: I plan to study Japanese tonight. =

() Self-Check: Try writing down your answers on a blank piece of paper before looking at the
Answer Key on Page 19. Do not rush!
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ANSWER KEY & 30-DAY GRAMMAR STUDY PLAN

Answer Key:

Part 1: 1. <fZ&Ly 2. EEH 3 BY 4 LhH

Part 2: 1. b () 2. b (T - polite/business) 3. a (IZ&B&) 4. b (&5IZ - negative verb)
Part 3: 1. EHESEBH>TWET 20 CCTHOLF - TS 3. RRERAEEHF LI LY FELE 4
SHAREZLZMATLDOHLYTYT (or MEIHFETT)

30-Day Grammar Mastery Action Plan

Days 1-7 N5 Foundations Study desu/masu patterns, requests (T < 7=&LY), permissions, and reason
particles (M5/MT). Do review drills.

Days 8-15 N4 Intermediate Master conditionals (=, (£, T%), obligation rules
(7% 570y, and prefaces (THL, TLFES).

Days 16-22 N3 Nuances Learn subjective outcomes (#>1F712/(&3°12), decisions

(Z&IZ9 5/ &IH5), and sources ([2&DE/BLLY).

Days 23-30 Review & Test Compare similar patterns side-by-side, build visual sentence maps, write

dialogues, and complete practice tests.

"Success in Japanese is built on daily repetition. Spend 15 minutes checking one rule card every day."
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE & LICENSING TERMS

Copyright Notice
© 2026 NihongoDoya. All Rights Reserved

This publication, including its content, grammar explanations, examples, illustrations, study guides, charts
tables, exercises, visual aids, educational materials, formatting, mascots, and design, is the intellectual
property of NihongoDoya.

Permitted Use

Readers may:

- Download this PDF for personal use

- Print copies for personal study

- Share the official NihongoDoya page |ink.

Prohibited Use

Without prior written permission from NihongoDoya, readers may not:

- Reproduce this PDF in whole or in part

- Upload the PDF to another website.

- Redistribute the PDF file on any network or folder.

- Sell or resell the PDF.

- Modify the content or graphics

- Use the content commercially

- Include the content in courses, books, apps, educational platforms, or learning products

Educational Disclaimer
This resource is intended for educational purposes only. While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy

|learners should verify information using additional Japanese language resources.

Created and Published by: NihongoDoya

Website: https://nihongodoya. com

Contact Email: konnichiwa@nihongodoya. com

Version Information: Version 1.0 — Publication Date: June 2026
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