JFT-Basic Kanji by Category
319 elementary kanji (JLPT N5-N4) organized by theme

These 319 kanji are the ones from the Irodori textbook that match JFT-Basic / JLPT N5-N4 level. They
are grouped by theme so that related characters (seasons together, body parts together, etc.) can be
studied as a set.

Level tag: N5 = most basic, N4 = elementary, G1-2 = school grade 1-2 supplement. Freq = number of times
the kanji appears in the source textbook.

Categories

+ Numbers & Counting (14) — —#=t¥F--

« Time — Days & Periods (16) — H{EEBRET-

- Time — Seasons & Weather (12) — SMEXEE -
» Calendar & Frequency (4) — E&E[O&HE: -

« People & Pronouns (17) — ABEHFREF -

« Body (11) — FEHORHE -

« Nature — Earth & Sky (16) — #ilLiFHEH L

« Nature — Plants (8) — TEEAFKE--

« Nature — Animals (6) — B4ERERN--

« Nature — Colors (6) — BFAERFTE -

« Nature — Light & Elements (5) — ETE& KL

« Directions & Position (14) — AR _EHE:-

» Places — Buildings (13) — [5fEEREFE=E--

« Places — Civic & Geography (13) — EHEHERL--
« Travel & Movement (20) — T AHERE -

« Verbs — Communication (18) — HLFEEER -

« Verbs — Daily Actions (18) — EEIfFEELI{E -

« Verbs — Thinking & Feeling (5) — BHIIFEZE -
+ Verbs — Other (13) — & E4EAMMEA--

« Adjectives — Size & Quantity (12) — KZREVS--
« Adjectives — State (18) — TBEAFFRZ -

+ Money, Work & Study (24) — xR4T

« Food & Drink (3) — DRPUER:-

« Senses & Emotion (6) — EEEDMH- -

« Other Common Kanji (27) — AIZEB{AE---
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rs & Counting - 14 kanji

1F. 1Y vE- VeE.D one, one radical (no.1)
i& G1-2 51 Zzﬁz v g?ﬁti\b\'ﬁj}g L number, strength, fate, law, figures
— N5 21y, I H. FH.D. FD.D  three
s L 17 ¥ 7R, 7M. D. RO seven
ﬁlﬁ N5 17 Ny A~ half, middle, odd number, semi-, part-
:F N5 8 v 5 thousand
H s = WD, W2 five
75 N5 7T Ry, NV 37 ten thousand, 10,000

Mle, . D, Ak

N5 5 =, ¥ - two, two radical (no. 7)
L. .2 &o.D
3 s . .

P;El N5 2 CEA four

Jag, Vv, .
+ 2 7 EH. kL7 ten

Yav
y R 1 Fay, 4 IO, ZI®.D  nine
ﬁ N5 I Evs, E¥s % hundred
27 G1-2 T Y4 — genius, years old, cubic shaku
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Time — Days & Periods -+ 16 kanji

1077 =5, 0. -, - day, sun, Japan, counter for days
ﬁ N5 34 Ty, Tv. T 1753*{7;’;%3191973&; b. part, minute of time, segment, share, degree
E N5 301 xYv EL year, counter for years
H% N5 231 ¥ ExE, -EE time, hour
E N5 200 . HY X month, moon
_HLU N5 195 ¥ FA.-FA in front, before
S % 181 Ay, *v W now
Fﬁﬁ N5 157 AV, v HWE, £, HW interval, space
i@ N5 74 am — week
% w 65 . a7 2\15;7)2["5‘ L behind, back, later
BEE m 64 3y — weekday
T& N4 27 v L. &3 night, evening
& N4 16 =% b} evening
tF N5 16 = 5% gﬁ?:;szigzd?zcthe horse, 11AM-1PM, seventh sign of
}E\ N4 13 Fa9 [0 3) daytime, noon
EH N4 7 Fav H morning, dynasty, regime, epoch, period
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Time — Seasons & Weather - 12 kanji

;—T‘, 202 . 4 x spirit, mind, air, atmosphere, mood
SR 63 = B, HE-, ~I®  rain

E\' N4 54 79, 7 HhE, HX- wind, air, style, manner
9{ N5 9 Fv HhED. HH., HE- heavens, sky, imperial
% N4 32 vav 3 springtime, spring (season)
E N4 20 h. AT D summer

*k N4 19 ¥a9 Hhx, &= autumn

K 15 R ) winter

FE 12 Ay TE. 0 cold

E G1-2 10 v X snow

% N4 10 >3 HD.W» sultry, hot, summer heat

. h3, Z.h, &
n-. -iEh

==

il
[<p]
%
N
oy
KN

clear up

Calendar & Frequency - 4 kanji

}# 133 k. k. &4 SR, ~Fe. s degrees, occurrence, time, counter for occurrences,
>Z consider
% G1-2 85 /Ny DHL W turn, number in a series
*h.5b,. -Fh. 5, -times, round, game, revolve, counter for
7 ’ ’ ’ ’
E N4 o8 mA. T -¥h.Y, £h. 7 occurrences
-/Hj: N5 28 <A &, -ZELIC every
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People & Pronouns - 17 kanji

1027

on’
v, =V NEDR person

E N4 475 T v Z’:gb\bla@g?—; oneself

*_L\ N4 19 h7=< L. bEL private, I, me

%—'? N4 134 H, & WZ., . 256 house, home, family, professional, expert

é N4 126 4> — employee, member, number, the one in charge
% N5 101 >, 2. v co-T. R gmr::;es;gzizz the rat, 11PM-1AM, first sign of
% N4 7% Ty £X0) someone, person

E N5 68 17 lalJ friend

E N4 54 zv 1= people, nation, subjects

%ﬁ. N4 52 oy iﬁt’i tz-bgk ?2;‘:3;') intimacy, relative, familiarity, dealer
EE N4 49 ;1 A va BuL. 8LH, H#35L lord, chief, master, main thing, principal
e ™ 0 Vo — tribe, family

ﬁ N5 24 ;; =3 = BARE, & woman, female

B w 23 Fv. Fv BET. B male

N5 17 R FiE. % mother

R N4 T o4, ¥av HI elder brother, big brother

al::" N4 T F4, 4. F HEHI& younger brother, faithful service to elders
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Body - 11 kanji

va, X T. T-. -TC. F- hand
E N5 140 €9, Ko H. -, F£- eye, class, look, insight, experience
12I§ N4 90 4., 74 Moz, b body, substance, object, reality, counter for images

N5 73 39, ¥ <b mouth

HL, 2.V 3B, I leg, foot, be sufficient, counter for pairs of

NS 2t v 5, . ¢ footwear

N4 21 ¥a < neck, counter for songs and poems

Hr=F. MLL, -

N4 8 b+, X, b Lo, My head, counter for large animals
e face, expression

G1-2 4 ®D 51 fur, hair, feather, down

N5 3| v P ear

G1-2 2 QY heE, 2D angle, corner, square, horn, antlers

Bom o S S o A O
.
\
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Nature — Earth & Sky

16 kanji

iﬂ?. N4 334

E

N5

N4

N4

N4

N5

N5

N5

112

101

90

53

47

38

33

27

.

FoY

o5

5, H.{. H. &
BB

"b

WL

lEeL

sy

(WY}

W T

=i, Eh 3

EFL. -IFL

JFT-Basic Kanji by Category

IllllliiiiiliiillllllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII|MHHHIiHHHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

ground, earth

mountain

rice field, rice paddy

sea, ocean

plains, field, rustic, civilian Llife

soil, earth, ground, Turkey

empty, sky, void, vacant, vacuum

stream, river, river or three-stroke river radical
(no. 47)

meadow, original, primitive, field, plain
stone

grove, forest

forest, woods

boulder, rock, cliff
pond, cistern, pool, reservoir

valley

star, spot, dot, mark
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Nature — Plants

(=N

+|-
16
=
K M
A
-
=M

S S

Nature — Animals

4 \\\

L‘|: N4

,% N4

jﬁ N4
61-2

\
/

A
ol
=2
&

43 44

19 Ro. €Y

17 Fv, #%

NA, A, A
%

3 v

3 Ny

20 ¥13

14 Fa7

4 Fa9

8 kanji

7’3:

6 kanji

DB, I -EH
73

SL

<))

Woa, Lh-

ML

& b, @
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flower
vegetable, side dish, greens
tree, wood

tea

rice, USA, metre

grass, weeds, herbs,

bar ley, wheat

bamboo

fish

cow

bird, chicken

dog

shellfish

feathers, counter for birds,

Page 8
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Nature — Colors - 6 kanji

>

Yay, VF color

Hh Hh-. HH.

Hﬂi%l+®

N4 37 X vy W, B BT red
=3 N4 26 374 ;5\:\ 2.9, < black
H 21 NG EwY t’\z"‘ LB L2 e
%E N4 17 &4, 3w i;)\}) HE- BE. blue, green
612 3 am. v %, z- yellow

Nature — Light & Elements - 5 kanji

Fv electricity
& 23 T2 3T pse opB sold
K s 102 24 HE. BT~ water
ﬁll.",. N4 102 3 UM B, OHY ray, light
w NS 81 7 [0 N O N = fire
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Directions & Position - 14 kanji

Ao
mh
N
i
4
5
PRt
R
-
it
3]
]
Vis
v

iy M=, -DJf=. -H7= direction, person, alternative
N5 296 Fav . Db, H7=.2 in, inside, middle, mean, center
G1-2 243 F4., 1 756 inside, within, between, among, house
N5 235 :’“iz‘\/’arj ?Z‘:ﬁ'”‘“ OB | above, up
NS 154 HA, 4 afé;%rfiiis BT T utside
N5 108 &> TxE £ before, ahead, previous, future, precedence
N4 93 ¥ 13 élé\ -_’tlé\ £ place, extent

Z5, &2

N5 56 kv OHL gast

L7z L. B &,

N5 51 B~ = below, down, descend, give, low

)
N5 3B K X north
N5 10 v, F BRI south
N5 9 &4, H1. R izl west, Spain
N5 6 Y. v V7Y left
N5 4 9.oay HE right
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Places — Buildings - 13 kanji

a4

N4

N4

N4

N4

N4

N5

N4

N5

N4

142

110

67

64

63

57

47

39

32

28

hv

N

HE, =i
P, =T
B

7.0, 9.F5, -7
LEW

7=. T3, 1=.T, -2
.C, .2

&3

neE, &

store, shop

building, mansion, large building, palace

roof, house, shop, dealer, seller

dwell, reside, live, inhabit

bui ld

room, apartment, chamber, greenhouse, cellar

station

Inst., institution, temple, mansion, school

Buddhist temple

exam, school, printing, proof, correction

gate, counter for cannons

door, counter for houses, door radical (no. 63)

public chamber, hall
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Places — Civic & Geography - 13 kanji

\ N5 247 49 <IC country
Hj']- N4 116 F3 E! town, village, block, street
FE N4 90 > ws market, city, town
%B N4 68 k., v P metropolis, capital, all, everything

Favu. 7M.

62
N4 £

AR capital, 10%x16
G1-2 5 | 3, & BBV IT public, prince, official, governmental

N4 38 A4, £, VD & generation, world, society, public

village, town

(T R e S = S D
N
5h
N\

N4 29 HhA — wor ld, boundary
G1-2 18 TV <D park, garden, yard, farm
/E\ N4 15 Fv AR prefecture

ward, district

G1-2 T & ri, village, parent’s home, league

H
A}
N
G
L
G
|
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Travel & Movement - 20 kanji

Wﬁﬁ@%%%ﬁ?%ﬁ‘ﬁ

Sl

AR R S

N5

N5

N5

N4

N4

N5

N4

N5

N4

N4

N4

N4

N4

871

344

292

184

169

167

164

130

97

78

76

75

69

58

54

54

33

a9, ¥3 7,

7V

S4. 91

—a7y, Ya

vav, XA

1) 3

Fvo. Iv7

7N

Koo b2

g
\

P

<3%F

EB. B £B.Y., -

&Y, -EB.Y
HH. WD

NA.B. DA.T.
5L.%, &D.¢C

B5L.%
Z5.1%

s
AN

D.%5, -O.Y, D
e

ERV

H5.{. HY. T
E.FB -EFY,
OB, L. BB

Y A RIS AN

¥9.0. 99.9%
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2B
5. 23509, 23

going, journey, carry out, conduct, act

come, due, next, cause, become

enter, insert

exit, leave, go out, come out, put out

trip, travel
counter for suits of clothing

don, arrive, wear,

car

traffic, pass through, avenue,
letters, notes, documents, etc.

commute, counter for

road-way, street, district, journey, course

homecoming, arrive at, lead to, result in
escort, send

revolve, turn around, change

ride, power, multiplication, record, counter for
vehicles

line, track

walk, counter for steps

stop, halt

ship, boat

advance, proceed, progress, promote
luck, destiny, fate, lot

carry,

run
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Verbs — Communication

N5 575

[

] t»

m

>3
=

N5

N5

N5

N5

N5

N5

N5

N4

N4

N4

N4

N4

N4

N4

N4

537

521

351

342

317

314

202

172

142

122

118

87

74

72

52

43

. E

hA. T

7

OEZN

DAVN
Yav, Ya
*av

LN A
1.

V=

)

XA

IIIIlHilHHHIIIII
T v

Kun’ yomi
T, &.21x%

H.O. H.HEB,
HhD. x5

(=3~ AN = A W

oKL - E D

W=. %, Hh=. 5
F.O, -&.H

E.D0 &N EA

=6, .9, £&
. hYA

AN I A A

BL.A%, 8%.D
%
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IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII|MHHHIiHHHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

hear, ask, Llisten

meeting, meet, party, association, interview

tale, talk
write
say, word

see, hopes, chances, idea, opinion

language

word, speech,

read

question, ask, problem

substance, quality, matter, temperament

learn

teach, faith, doctrine

opinion, theory, explanation, rumor
voice

solution, answer

song, sing

scribe, account, narrative

chirp, cry, bark, sound, ring
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Verbs — Daily Actions - 18 kanji

53,

562 va4y, V% i.éj\(,;;zt, = eat, food

Ej_] N4 379 K 5Z.<. 5Z.»F move, motion, change, confusion, shift
1% N4 376 ¥ 22: 3\ ?oby\b\b:,\ - use, send on a mission, order, messenger, envoy
;%i N5 201 /A . buy

X -% X
t)] N4 180 v, 44 D%i% D'%" = cut, cutoff, be sharp

(h =

1’F N4 156 H4. # 225’ BT make, production, prepare, build
ﬁk N5 140 4y, #v D. 6. -0.H drink, smoke, take
Hrom 135 f’c';‘ TEOE B i e
o FL.H3d, FL. X
3& G1-2 95 O 5., ¥.LU5%. L. mingle, mixing, association, coming & going

%
5o M 63 s34 5.%, 5.3 sell
- Yy, Jamw, 7=.D, -1=.D, 7I=. .

2

\ N5 5 Dy kL 5 .72 stand up, rise, set up, erect
‘/f% N4 50 44 .0, -%.B wait, depend on

N % ~ -
E N4 41 % i; :6‘ 35\',;?_‘ rouse, wake up, get up

. O N .
jé: N4 4 vy AN ) borrow, rent
gl N4 26 A4 . <. . I1FB pull, tug, jerk, admit, install
5 N4 19 v H5.D wash, inquire into, probe
é]-_\ N4 16 < ;Z%.é’}%’)\ 1. test, try, attempt, experiment, ordeal
g N4 10 %4 zb\.?\ M L-. L Lend
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Verbs — Thinking & Feeling - 5 kanji

8.5, BHab.

IS <. BET think

%D N4 149 ¥ L.%5. L.6tE% know, wisdom

y} N4 63 a7 :\\ODLZ\DL\? <& fond, pleasing, like something
E N4 57 a9, H.% possess, have, exist, happen, occur
% N4 37 37 75:::\,75\.16\ BAD consider, think over

Verbs — Other - 13 kanji

A LA % EARIEN fit, suit, join, 0.1

I:I v . HL-

5% G1-2 239 HvY t:f}g REAER Lively, resuscitation, being helped, Lliving
QE N5 219 &4, ¥av t:f}g \%\gi%’a Life, genuine, birth

F;I:ﬁ N4 110 H#4 ggé 3236_ open, unfold, unseal

@ N4 84 ~Rv DE.HB exertion, endeavour, encourage, strive, make effort
'Iél\ N4 68 < g\ui;ﬁ‘g?u'&) commence, begin

R 57 vaw B2 BB end, finish

1@] N4 54 K7 [F7=5.< work, (kokuji)

% N4 49 vav Z?Lf;’j‘i%j'w gather, meet, congregate, swarm, flock

1$ N5 44 Fay jPij_?{)&)’gT.ié rest, day off, retire, sleep

% N4 44 Ny TKRY ?‘2\ fg;}?b\ departure, discharge, publish, emit, start from
EE N4 34 B 2,;\5:\ zin%’ products, bear, give birth, yield, childbirth
f N4 15 %3, O X.%, -X.3% gone, past, quit, leave, elapse
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Adjectives — Size & Quantity - 12 kanji

BB~ BE.FL, -

346
) g4, 94 BH. W large, big
P BB ET
57 N5 136 4 £x 2 many, frequent, much
E N5 94 Fav BHLWL, BX long, leader, superior, senior
%AEL N4 % Y A LH. W short, brevity, fault, defect, weak point
s 73 vay TN, FIL few, Llittle
=T e W, b, - . .
= 68 * N
=) N5 ) B D ED tall, high, expensive

T4, ¥av B\, B eh . - .

N4 56 * * A
E% ry CAB AL lightly, trifling, unimportant
X - 35—

I\ ws 51 3% BLLEW SN BT ittte, snall

. A, BB\ B, .

N4 25 < N *.

E Yavo, Fav Y. 55 .15 heavy, important, esteem, respect, heap up
j( N4 20 44, % HEWL hELD plump, thick, big around

_ O, UK. HB

8 ~

'fE_E N4 T U< %2 lower, short, humble

IFZ. W\ 1F2. 5.

ki ZE. D ZE BN

=

I==|
e
N
~

dainty, get thin, taper, slender, narrow
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Adjectives — State

18 kanji

AL, T3,
B 43 L7 3
o 139 v

i‘r% N4 133 R4

PR M 102 %39, I
27 80 7

Bl 66 Y
1= 60 v, Hy
= 54 %2

[ 50 Ky

F 46 4, vav
[5 38 O
LS 31 o

B 1 wy

F, 62 1 Ay

= v 10 TV, #v
C: AP ENE
g5 M 4 Vv

5. W

H. Y. BBV
. BDBT, H.
58

Hi=b. LW, HE.
= HH- ITWL-

2L DL FEB
D& B L
%

RE BT ED
L RTRT.on
b hB, b5

S e A = G N = G

- P .E3
Wz, < WE X,
#.<
H7i. L
7=72. Ly,
N SC- Sl

V5.0, U5.55%
CO0B5.9%, V5.
AN

Yyl

DWW, 2B -
5.7

EH. W

b3, .\ bB- H.
L. IZ<.W»

£h. W &b, B,
£b. FB. &h.o
%
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near, early, akin, tantamount

bright, Llight

new

special

strong

relax, cheap, low, quiet, rested

separate, branch off, diverge, fork, another

early, fast
hurry, emergency, sudden, steep
agree, equal

same,

correct, justice, righteous, 10%x40Q

wide, broad, spacious

old
darkness, disappear, shade, informal, grow dark
round, full (month), perfection, -ship, pills

distant, far

bad, vice, rascal, false, evil
weak, frail
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Money, Work & Study - 24 kanji

v, 'YV NFH, DR sentence, literature, style, art, decoration
*SI. N4 302 Y3z — fee, materials
q:% N4 219 TV, 'Y AONEO thing, object, matter
? N5 12 H2 EFAGAN study, learning, science
*:I: N5 109 v+ »LA company, firm, office, association, shrine
O . . . goods, refinement, dignity, article, counter for
ag | M 106 £, K> L7 meal courses
1:': N4 9% v, v DA B attend, doing, official, serve
? N4 92 v HT., HhIk, - character, letter, word, section of village
W 8 hv — Sino-, China
HE N4 82 24 — clothing, admit, obey, discharge
Fq N5 81 TV iit\'\b\i%’ & circle, yen, round
% N4 77 ¥z, 9 Fokey business, vocation, arts, performance
’%E N4 55 ¥ AN paper
% N4 52 44 [EH. B, 1IEH. 59 plot, plan, scheme, measure
’%ﬁ N4 47 o, v ?)?;'Lf\f:b&)ébb\ e verification, effect, testing
E‘_ N4 45 v, Uv 23_?52:}/6 copy, be photographed, describe
I N4 260 a9, 4. U — craft, construction, katakana e radical (no. 48)
£ @2 17 ¥ay Tk, foE- -KE  jewel, ball
g8 13 £y L3# i lver
é_{L N4 1M x4 TR England, English, hero, outstanding, calyx
SHZ N4 6 Y7o <9Y medicine, chemical, enamel, gunpowder, benefit
aFil. G1-2 4 A — department, course, section
%: G1-2 3 v o) calculate, divining, number, abacus, probability
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IIHHHIIIIIIHEIHH!IIIEEEHIIIlllliiiliiilllllllIllllliiiilliiilllllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII|HHHHIHHHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

[V i IO BN
<3FL

doctor, medicine

Food & Drink - 3 kanji

IIHHHIIIIIIHEIHH!IIIEEEHIIIlllliiiliiilllllllIllllliiiilliiilllllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII|HHHHIHHHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

N4 176 X HL. HL.DHD flavor, taste
Bﬂ N4 47 =4 LL meat
jﬁﬁi N4 2 Ny L meal, boiled rice

Senses & Emotion - 6 kanji

IIHHHIIIIIIHEIHH!IIIEEEHIIIlllliiiliiilllllllIllllliiiilliiilllllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII|HHHHIHHHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

§\ 192 4 — idea, mind, heart, taste, thought
JEi N4 91 ?-/‘ A2 =2 & R sound, noise
v
SEK 79 Ao, 0. 3 7=d. LW, 7=zd. L .
N4 o 6. 0.6 music, comfort, ease

/E\ N4 51 v v A -3 heart, mind, spirit, heart radical (no. 61)

22.%. 2D.7. . .
1 . L

Hg& N4 9 T4 T 2. - % reflect, reflection, projection

.. WA PE

B/ ™ 15 Eav, AT ' il sick
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Other Common Kanji

27 kanji

1

R OHE T E S M

X

w L > o

[E]

[r

N
-
-
7

A F d oS

N4

N4

N5

G1-2

N4

N4

N4

N5

N4

N4

N4

N4

N4

N4

N4

396

383

359

335

308

189

159

120

72

62

99

54

48

45

45

43

32

29

23

a3y, Fav

T4, 94

JEPA
U1

)=,

)

N

\
\

54

[

zEbY
RIS, Bha I
A~

h=.
Ry

-Hfe. ks

Z&E, DHLD. DD
A%
(5.0 3%

zZ.<, .9, D.
&

-

.

A, EDN %

STHh, bh, 2H

< HK.TB
CHEDB BNYS
&

2.17%, 2., .
T3, 3.7

&

m™bHB b B,
nb.Y Bby
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book, present, main, origin, true
location, place

logic, arrangement, reason, justice, truth
what

shape, form, style

matter, thing, fact, business, reason
utilize, business, service, use, employ

pour, irrigate, shed (tears), flow into, concentrate
on
name, noted, distinguished, reputation

map, drawing, plan, extraordinary, audacious

pedestal, a stand, counter for machines and vehicles

power, strength, strong, strain, bear up

hit, right, appropriate, himself

convenience, facility, excrement, feces, letter

brush-stroke, picture

spot, point, mark, speck, decimal point

by means of, because, in view of, compared with

true, reality, Buddhist sect

picture, drawing, painting, sketch

beginning, former time, origin

substitute, change, convert, replace, period

negative, non-, bad, ugly, clumsy

topic, subject
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29 Fay, IF, TR BIC, BT

straightaway, honesty, frankness, fix, repair

A CRB.Y BB
5’:"‘:’ N4 11 3o = ocean, sea, foreign, Western style
%ﬂ G1-2 9 v .U KA <H association, braid, plait, construct, assemble
9& G1-2 1T > » dart, arrow
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