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PRINTING & STUDY GUIDE NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

How to Print and Study

Get the most out of your printable educational Katakana flashcards.

© Printing Instructions B Study Methods & Tips

o Card Stock Selection o Active Recall Mastery
Print on thick A4 card stock (200gsm to 300gsm). A matte finish is highly Look at the Katakana front, try to pronounce the character, write it
recommended for writing on cards and avoiding bright glare under down on scrap paper, then flip the card to check. Do not just look at both
study lamps. sides passively!

o Double-Sided (Duplex) Alignment o Spaced Repetition System (SRS)
This pack is pre-formatted for duplex printing. Print odd pages for Sort cards into three physical piles: Hard (review daily), Medium (review
fronts, even pages for backs. Select "Flip on Short Edge" in your print every 3 days), and Easy (review once a week). Move cards between piles
settings. as you master them.

o Visible Cut Lines o Loanword Association
Cut along the solid gray border lines using a paper cutter or scissors. For Katakana is mainly used for loanwords. Relate each character to the
safety and a clean finish, you can round the corners of the cards. English words featured on the back (e.g., 77 for Ice cream, 73 for

Camera).

o Lamination (Optional)

Laminating your cards using standard thermal laminating sheets will
protect them from tears, dirt, and water, extending their lifespan & "Hi! I'm your study partner! Master these cards and you'll read
indefinitely. fm& Japanese loanwords in no time! 7)VA.i& > T (Do your best)!"
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KATAKANA QUICK-REFERENCE CHART ..2.. NihongoDoya

Katakana Gojuon Table

A quick reference grid of the 46 basic Katakana characters grouped by syllable.
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KATAKANA FLASHCARDS (FRONTS) - SHEET 1 B NihongoDoya

A-ROW / 717 2 STROKES A-ROW/ 71T 2 STROKES A-ROW / 717 3 STROKES A-ROW / 717 3 STROKES

I

O 4 0 @)
A-ROW / 71T 3 STROKES KA-ROW / h1T 2 STROKES KA-ROW / h1T 3 STROKES KA-ROW / 1T 2 STROKES
O 0 O m
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KATAKANA FLASHCARDS (BACKS) - SHEET 1 (DUPLEX MIRRORED)

T NihongoDoya

e

Pronounced like the e'in
pet.

I 73 (eakon)

air conditioner

9 NihongoDoya

ku

Pronounced like 'koo' (k + oo in
boot).

2352 (kurasu)

class

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved.

0

NihongoDoya

U

Pronounced like the 00'in
boot.

9—Jb (iru)

wool

NihongoDoya

i
Pronounced like ‘kee' (k + ee in
meet).

F— kv

key

/f NihongoDoya

Pronounced like the ee'in
meet.

1> (inku)

ink

j:’ NihongoDoya

ka

Pronounced like 'kah' (c + ain
father).

HAS (kamera)

camera
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NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

Pronounced like the a'in
father.

PA R (aisu)

ice cream

NihongoDoya

o

Pronounced like the ©0'in
solo.

ALY (orenji)

orange

«.2.. NihongoDoya



KATAKANA FLASHCARDS (FRONTS) - SHEET 2 NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

KA-ROW / A1T 3 STROKES KA-ROW / 11T 2 STROKES SA-ROW / {7 3 STROKES SA-ROW / %17 3 STROKES

3 >/

NihongoDoya D NihongoDoya U NihongoDoya U NihongoDoya O

SA-ROW / H17 2 STROKES SA-ROW / H17 2 STROKES SA-ROW / H1T 2 STROKES TA-ROW / 217 3 STROKES

\

NihongoDoya D NihongoDoya E] NihongoDoya @) NihongoDoya A
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KATAKANA FLASHCARDS (BACKS) - SHEET 2 (DUPLEX MIRRORED)

:/ NihongoDoya

shi
Pronounced like 'shee’ (sh + ee in
meet).

Y (shatsu)
shirt

& NihongoDoya

ta

Pronounced like 'tah’ (t +ain
father).

42 3— (takushi)

taxi

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved.

'U' NihongoDoya

sa

Pronounced like 'sah’ (s + ain
father).

HYS54 (sarada)

salad

‘j NihongoDoya

SO

Pronounced like 'soh’ (s + o in
solo).

Y277 (sofa)

sofa

NihongoDoya

ko

Pronounced like 'koh' (k + o in
solo).

Jv 7 (koppu)
cup/ glass

NihongoDoya

se

Pronounced like 'seh'(s + e in
pet).

t—4%— (séta)

sweater
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NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

ke

Pronounced like 'keh' (k + e in
pet).

—=+ (keki)

cake

NihongoDoya

SU

Pronounced like 'soo’ (s + oo in
boot).

A—7 (sipu)

soup

= NihongoDoya



KATAKANA FLASHCARDS (FRONTS) - SHEET 3

TA-ROW / 21T 3 STROKES TA-ROW / 217 3 STROKES

W\

NihongoDoya O NihongoDoya x4
NA-ROW / 717 2 STROKES NA-ROW / 17 2 STROKES
[ _____J
D
NihongoDoya D NihongoDoya 1N

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved.

TA-ROW / 21T 3 STROKES

>

NihongoDoya 0
NA-ROW / F17T 2 STROKES
NihongoDoya D
Page 8 of 20

NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

TA-ROW / 217 2 STROKES
NihongoDoya U
NA-ROW / 17 4 STROKES
NihongoDoya 0

= NihongoDoya



KATAKANA FLASHCARDS (BACKS) - SHEET 3 (DUPLEX MIRRORED)

l\ NihongoDoya

to

Pronounced like 'toh’ (t + o in
solo).

=X N (tosuto)

toast

* NihongoDoya

ne

Pronounced like ‘neh’ (n + e in
pet).

RXOV54 (nekutai)

necktie

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved.

7_' NihongoDoya

te

Pronounced like 'teh' (t + e in
pet).

5> N (tento)

tent

3 NihongoDoya

nu

Pronounced like 'noo’ (n + oo in
boot).

X—KJ)V (hadoru)

noodles

“j NihongoDoya

tsu

Pronounced like 'tsoo’ (ts + oo in
boot).

Y P— (tsua)

tour

NihongoDoya

°
Pronounced like 'nee’ (n + ee in
meet).

Z—a—2 (nyasu)
news
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NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

chi

Pronounced like chee’(ch + ee in
meet).

F—LI (chimu)

team

NihongoDoya

Pronounced like ‘nah’ (n +a in
father).

+4 2 (naifu)

knife

= NihongoDoya



KATAKANA FLASHCARDS (FRONTS) - SHEET 4

NA-ROW / 17 1STROKE
NihongoDoya (|
HA-ROW / \{T 1STROKE
NihongoDoya <

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved.

HA-ROW / /\{T 2 STROKES
NihongoDoya U
HA-ROW / \{T 4 STROKES
NihongoDoya A

HA-ROW / /\{T 2 STROKES
NihongoDoya O
MA-ROW / 1T 2 STROKES
NihongoDoya O

Page 10 of 20

NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

HA-ROW / /\{T 1STROKE

NihongoDoya U

MA-ROW / 917 3 STROKES

-
-
-

NihongoDoya D
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KATAKANA FLASHCARDS (BACKS) - SHEET 4 (DUPLEX MIRRORED)

7 NihongoDoya

fu

Pronounced Jike 'foo' (breath through
lips).

Zx—2 (foku)
fork

I

NihongoDoya

°
Pronounced like 'mee’ (m + ee in
meet).

)2 (miruku)

milk

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved.

NihongoDoya

hi
Pronounced like 'hee’ (h + ee in
meet).

E—0— (hiro)

hero

NihongoDoya

ma

Pronounced like ‘'mah’(m +ain
father).

Y22 (masuku)

mask

/\

ha

NihongoDoya

Pronounced like 'hah’ (h + ain

father).

NI (hamu)

7N

ham

ho

NihongoDoya

Pronounced like 'hoh' (h + o in

solo).

RFTIV (hoteru)

Page 11 of 20

hotel

NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

/ NihongoDoya

no

Pronounced like 'noh’ (n + o in
solo).

/J—b (noto)

notebook

/\ NihongoDoya

he

Pronounced like 'heh' (h + e in
pet).

AYJIT7H—
(her ikoputa)

helicopter

= NihongoDoya



KATAKANA FLASHCARDS (FRONTS) - SHEET 5

MA-ROW / 1T 2 STROKES MA-ROW / 1T 2 STROKES MA-ROW / 1T 3 STROKES

NihongoDoya O NihongoDoya U NihongoDoya /

YA-ROW / ¥17T 2 STROKES YA-ROW / ¥1T 3 STROKES RA-ROW / 517 2 STROKES
D

NihongoDoya D NihongoDoya D NihongoDoya O

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved. Page 12 of 20

NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

YA-ROW / ¥ {3 2 STROKES
NihongoDoya A
RA-ROW / 51T 2 STROKES
NihongoDoya /

= NihongoDoya



KATAKANA FLASHCARDS (BACKS) - SHEET 5 (DUPLEX MIRRORED)

"7 NihongoDoya

ya

Pronounced like 'yah' (y +ain
father).

< (yashi)

palm tree

lJ NihongoDoya

ri
Pronounced like the Japanese r' + ‘ee’
in meet.

)R> (ribon)
ribbon

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved.

€

\[

NihongoDoya

mo

Pronounced like 'moh’'(m +oin
solo).

E=4— (monita)

monitor / screen

NihongoDoya

ra

Pronounced like the Japanese '
(between 'r'and ') + @',

S5IF (rajio)

radio

} NihongoDoya

me

Pronounced like 'meh’ (m +ein
pet).

A0 (meron)

melon

3 NihongoDoya

Yo

Pronounced like 'yoh' (y + o in
solo).

3—2JJv bk (ydguruto)
yogurt
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NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

A NihongoDoya

mu

Pronounced like 'moo’ (m + oo in
boot).

L—E— (mabi)

movie

J_ NihongoDoya

VAL

Pronounced like 'yoo' (y + oo in
boot).

A=27#—2A (yunifomu)

uniform

= NihongoDoya



KATAKANA FLASHCARDS (FRONTS) - SHEET 6

RA-ROW/ 51T 2 STROKES
NihongoDoya (|
WA-ROW / 717 3 STROKES
NihongoDoya N

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved.

RA-ROW / 51T 1STROKE
NihongoDoya 0
N-ROW/ > 2 STROKES
NihongoDoya D

RA-ROW / 51T

NihongoDoya

BONUS CARD

19S5

NihongoDoya

Page 14 of 20

3 STROKES

GO!

NihongoDoya

NihongoDoya

WA-ROW / 717 2 STROKES
NihongoDoya U
REVIEW CARD WEB

YAk

NihongoDoya @

«.2.. NihongoDoya



KATAKANA FLASHCARDS (BACKS) - SHEET 6 (DUPLEX MIRRORED)

0

wa

Pronounced like 'wah' (w + a in
father).

24> (wain)

wine

YAk

NihongoDoya

Scan or visit nihongodoya.com for
interactive tests & audio.

Dx Y4 b~ (webusaito)

website

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved.

ro

Pronounced like the Japanese 'r'+ 0'in
solo.

O/Rv ;b (robotto)

robot

o

Ganbatte!

You can master Katakana! Keep
practicing every day.

274 b~ (faito)

Fight / Do your best!

re

Pronounced like the Japanese r' + e'in
pet.

L4 >3—b (reinkoto)

raincoat

\I

Pronounced fike the 'n'in pen. Never
starts a word.

B2 K (sando)

sandwich

Page 15 of 20

B NihongoDoya

W

rv

Pronounced like the Japanese r' + 0o’
in boot.

Jb=JU (riru)

rule

WO

Pronounced like o' (the 'w'is silent,
same as 7).

JI)VH > (worugan)

organ (historic loanword)

= NihongoDoya



LOANWORD STUDY GUIDE

Katakana Orthography & Sound Rules

Katakana uses specific modifiers to represent foreign phonemes in Japanese.

e NihongoDoya

Basic Rules & Modifiers Modern Sound Combinations
1. The Long Vowel Mark (—): In Katakana, long vowels are represented by a To transcribe foreign sounds that don't exist in native Japanese, newer combinations are used:
horizontal dash line (—). For example, kéki (cake) is written as 7 — . Do not
use Hiragana vowel markers! Combination Sound Example Word English Meaning
2. The Small Tsu (*): A small version of */ represents double consonants or T4 ti IN—T « — (pafi) party
abrupt stops, similar to Hiragana. For example, koppu (cup/glass) is written as _ ) )
w7, T4 di T+« X = — (dizun) Disney
3. Palatalized Sounds (Y-Glides): Small versions of ¥, L, or 3 combine with 27/7zx fa/fe $17 x (kafe) café
I-ending consonants. For example, shatsu (shirt) is written as = ¥/ (2 + small o
. Fr/ozx che/je F ') — (cher)) cherry
D24/9x wi / we NOJ « —> (harowin) Halloween
Fa dyu T aIw b (dyvetto) duet

Pro Tip: When reading horizontal fext, the long vowel mark is horizontal (—). If

you read vertical text, it turns vertical ( |y Keep this in mind when reading
street signs in Japan.

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved. Page 16 of 20
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COMMON KATAKANA WORDS s, NihongoDoya

Essential Loanwords in Japanese

Master these common words that you will encounter daily in restaurants, hotels, and shops in Japan.

hox

kafe

café

IRTIV

hoteru

hotel

FLE
terebi

television

50—

takusht

taxi

N L

AAS

kamera

camera

LAKNSY

resutoran

restaurant

E—JV

NV

pasokon

computer (PC)

FIN— bk

depadto

department store

a1—2R

supa toire biru jusu
supermarket toilet / restroom beer juice
© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved. Page 17 of 20 «.2.. NihongoDoya



KATAKANA WRITING PRACTICE NihongoDoya

Stroke Order & Alignment Sheets

Use the dotted guide lines to align your characters correctly. Trace the light gray character first, then write your own.

)

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved. Page 18 of 20 2 NihongoDoya
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PROGRESS TRACKER & CHECKLIST

My Learning Checklist

Track your mastery of each column. Check the boxes once you can read, write, and identify the characters in under 2 seconds.

Katakana
Group

A-Row (7
17
Ka—-Row
(H17)
Sa-Row
(U137
Ta-Row
(#17)
Na-Row
(F17)
Ha-Row
(\1T)
Ma-Row
(¥
Ya-Row
(¥
Ra-Row

—

(L))

Wa-ng
(917)

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved.

Characters
7Z A1
I =
h *
3
g 2
t VvV
5 F
> b
+ =
x /J
N E
A TR
v =
b I =
2
> U
L O
0 2

W

\I

A
[]
Q
o

o 0o 0o o o o o o o o

Write

o 0o 0o o o o o g o o

Master

o o 0o o 0o o o o g o

Review & Study Log

e NihongoDoya

Date

Page 19 of 20

Duration

Score / Focus Group
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STUDY CHALLENGE

7-Day Katakana Mastery Challenge

Follow this step-by-step roadmap to achieve complete Katakana proficiency in just one week.

Day 1: Vowels & K-Row (77 - 1)

Learn the characters, practice stroke orders, and write 5 loanwords using them (e.g. 771 X, 7 — ).

Day 2: S-Row & T-Row (1} - )

Learn the next 10 characters. Pay special attention to distinguishing < (shi) vs '/ (tsu) and ¥/ (so) vs 7 (n).

Day 3: N-Row & H-Row (7 - 7K)
Learn these columns and learn how double consonants (small *v) and long vowels (—) are used in words like
v and d—E—.

Day 4: M-Row & Y-Row (¥ - 3)
Learn these characters and practice building words. Notice how the Y-row only has three characters (¥, 1,
3).

Day 5: R-Row, W-Row &N (F - V)
Learn the final set of characters. Study how " Z" is historically used and how " >/" differs from the Hiragana
"A" in stroke writing direction.

Day 6: Speed Review Challenge
Shuffle your printed flashcard deck. Set a stopwatch and review the entire deck. Aim to correctly read all 46
characters in under 2 minutes!

Day 7: The Final Quiz
Go to the Common Words page (Page 17) and read all 12 loanwords out loud without looking at the Romaji. If
you can read them, you graduated!

© 2026 NihongoDoya. All rights reserved. Page 20 of 20

e NihongoDoya

Mastery Badge

Color in this trophy badge once you complete all 7
days and master reading and writing Katakana!

«.2.. NihongoDoya



